Mnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

January 25, 2006

The Honorable Bill Frist, Senate Majority Leader
The Honorable Harry Reid, Senate Minority Leader
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Frist and Senator Reid:

Wise investment in our water resources remains an urgent need in our country.
America’s communities continue to face the threats posed by flooding and other natural
disasters. The devastation along the Gulf Coast last year underscores the importance of shoring
up our defenses against catastrophic floods in all areas of the nation. With these points in mind.
we urge you to schedule floor time for the Water Resources Development Act (S. 728) at the
start of this session of Congress.

As you know, this bill authorizes critical flood control, shore protection, dam safety,
storm damage reduction, and environmental restoration projects across the country. These
projects, subject to appropriations, will help protect America’s communities from the destruction
caused by severe weather and flooding, as well as enhancing natural means of protection by
restoring our fragile ecosystems. Furthermore, these projects save taxpayers money by
decreasing the recovery costs associated with disasters.

In addition, this legislation is needed to support our nation’s vital waterways and ports —
key components of our national transportation system and the backbone of a healthy economy.

Recent hurricanes and severe storms have taught the nation a tragic lesson: maintain and
improve our aging flood control and water resources infrastructure or risk the ruin and
destruction of our communities. This bill moves us in the right direction toward addressing and
preventing these grave threats to public safety.

It has been five years since the last WRDA was enacted into law. In contrast, three
WRDA bills were enacted from 1995 to 2000 with an accumulated authorized cost level that
surpasses the current bill. Local and state non-Federal cost-sharing partners cannot afford any
further delay. We urge you to act expeditiously to bring this important bill to the full Senate for
immediate consideration.

Sincerely,
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Sen. James Inhofe
Sen. Thad Cochran

Sen. Lindsey Graham
Sen. Arlen Specter
Sen. Rick Santorum
Sen. Richard Durbin

Sen. Debbie Stabenow
Sen. Norm Coleman

Sen. Sam Brownback

Sen. Ted Stevens

Sen. Lisa Murkowski
Sen. Bill Nelson
Sen. Maria Cantwell
Sen. Ron Wyden
Sen. Lincoln Chafee
Sen. Johnny Isakson
Sen. Jim Talent
Sen. Carl Levin

Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison
Sen. Robert Menendez
Sen. Pat Roberts
Sen. David Vitter
Sen. Mark Pryor
Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg
Sen. Wayne Allard
Sen. George Voinovich

Sen. Blanche Lincoln
Sen. Richard Burr
Sen. Max Baucus
Sen. George Allen

Sen. Elizabeth Dole
Sen. Paul Sarbanes
Sen. Daniel Inouye
Sen. Hillary Clinton

Sen. Saxby Chambliss
Sen. Jim Bunning
Sen. Robert Bennett
Sen. Richard Shelby
Sen. Christopher Bond
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List of signees for WRDA letter

Sen. Jim Jeffords
Sen. Robert Byrd

Sen. Mike Crapo
Sen. Chuck Grassley
Sen. Pete V. Domenici
Sen. Dianne Feinstein
Sen. Lamar Alexander

Sen. Mel Martinez
Sen. John Cornyn
Sen. Barbara A. Mikulski

Sen. Tom Harkin
Sen. Jeff Bingaman
Sen. Barack Obama

Sen. Patty Murray

Sen. Mark Dayton

Sen. Gordon H. Smith

Sen. John Thune

Sen. John Warner

Sen. John F. Kerry
Sen. John D. Rockefeller
Sen. Mary Landrieu
Sen. Tim Johnson
Sen. Barbara Boxer
Sen. Byron Dorgan
Sen. Charles Schumer
Sen. Herb Kohl

Sen. Larry Craig
Sen. Ken Salazar
Sen. Kent Conrad
Sen. Ben Nelson
Sen. Tom Carper
Sen. Mike Dewine
Sen. Olympia Snowe
Sen. Chuck Hagel

Sen. Conrad Burns
Sen. Orrin Hatch
Sen. Richard Lugar
Sen. Jack Reed
Sen. Daniel Akaka



