2011 WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT 

OFFICEs OF SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY and Senator Ron WYDEN

PROJECT AUTHORIZATION INSTRUCTIONS & REQUEST FORM

Dear Oregonians:

The Senate Committee on Environment & Public Works (EPW) has begun the process of assembling the Water Resources Development Act of 2011 (WRDA).  This legislation will set policy for the Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works program and also authorize projects for the Corps’ work. These projects may include, but are not limited to, water resources studies; construction projects for navigation, flood and storm protection, and ecosystem restoration; transfer of Army Corps property to local entities; and wastewater treatment projects.  

As you may know, the Senate Committee on Appropriations has announced changes to the appropriations process for the larger FY 2012 appropriations bill that will limit congressionally directed spending on individual projects.  However, as part of the drafting of the FY2012 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA), the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works is requesting that Senators submit support letters for projects in their home states.  In order to ensure that Oregon is fairly represented as the bill is drafted, Senators Wyden and Merkley are now accepting submissions for WRDA projects.

If you have a project that you believe is worthy of a WRDA authorization, please fill out the attached project request form and e-mail it, along with at least three letter(s) of support from non-federal (local or state) sponsor(s) of the project, to the local field representatives from our offices no later than March 21, 2011.  

Senator Merkley sits on the EPW Committee, giving Oregon an opportunity to play an active role in the first stages of developing this legislation. However, we emphasize that simply completing the request form does not guarantee that your project will be included in the final bill.  Indeed, there are typically many more worthy projects than can be authorized through this process.  In addition, if the WRDA bill becomes law, projects included in the bill will still need to receive funding in Energy and Water Appropriations bills in the relevant fiscal year before they can proceed.

We ask that you please adhere to the guidance detailed below.

1. This form must be filled out in its entirety.  Once again, the deadline to submit this form is March 14, 2011.  No exceptions.  
2. All forms must be submitted electronically to <field rep name here> at <field rep email address here> in Senator Merkley’s office AND to <field rep name here> at <field rep email address here> in Senator Wyden’s office.  Please direct any questions to the appropriate field representative.

3. Please do not alter the form in any way or leave any information fields blank.  In order to fully and properly advocate for your project, ALL of the information on this form is essential.  Incomplete or altered forms will be rejected.  You may include additional attachments and white papers as long as they are electronically submitted with the original request.

4. Projects authorized under WRDA are subject to cost-sharing requirements that depend on the project’s purpose. We recommend that you contact your local Army Corps of Engineers district office for more information on these requirements and that you coordinate with them in drafting your project proposal.  
5. Please attach letters of support from non-federal (local or state) sponsors of the requested project. Letters from sponsors who will contribute to any cost-sharing requirements should explicitly state this in their letter.

If you have any questions or comments with regard to your project, please contact  <Field rep name here> in Senator Merkley’s <Field office here> office at <put your e-mail address here > or by phone at <# for field office here> or <Field rep name here> in Senator  Wyden’s <Field office here> office at <put your e-mail address here > or by phone at <# for field office here>.  Please be sure to contact your local field representative early in the proposal process to ensure adequate time to complete and submit the request form.  Due to time constraints, incomplete, altered or late forms will not be considered.

Please keep in mind that projects submitted for consideration, as well as all information in these forms, will be made publicly available on both Senator Merkley’s and Senator Wyden’s websites without exception.

We look forward to working with you.
Sincerely,
Jeff Merkley







Ron Wyden

United States Senator






United States Senator

OFFICES OF SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY AND SENATOR RON WYDEN
WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT

PROJECT AUTHORIZATION REQUEST FORM

DEADLINE FOR PROJECT SUBMISSION: March 14, 2011
	Name of Project:


	Organization (Project Sponsor):

Name:

Address:

City/State:

Zip Code:

County:

Telephone:

Fax:

Email:

	Primary Contact:

Name:

Address:

City/State:

Zip Code:

County:

Telephone:

Fax:

Email:

	Project Location Address (If the same as Organization, list “Same”):



	Local Army Corps of Engineers District:

Contact Name:

Phone Number:

	What is purpose of the Project?  Why is it valuable use of taxpayer funds?



	Please describe the project.  (Please limit your response to 150 words):



	 If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corp Report?   (Yes or No)



	If not, will an Army Corps of Engineers Report be developed? 



	Is this request for the modification of an existing authorization?  If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization. 



	Who is the non-federal (local or state) project sponsor?



	What is the total estimated cost of the project?



	What is the authorization amount being requested?



	Are you requesting an authorization for more than one project in this bill? (Yes or No)



	If yes, this project is priority _____ of _____ total requests for your organization.



	Are you enclosing a letter of recommendation referenced at the top of this form?

(Yes or No)



	Notes, comments, or anything else you would like us to know about the project request.  (Please limit comments to 250 words)




Please return this form and any letters of support from the non-federal project sponsor(s) no later than March 14, 2011 (via email) to your Field Representatives.

