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PNWA welcomes new member -The American Waterways Operators 
 
PNWA is so pleased to welcome The American Waterways Operators (AWO) to our membership. 
AWO is the national advocate for the U.S. tugboat, towboat and barge industry, which serves the
nation as the safest, most environmentally friendly, and most economical mode of freight
transportation. AWO members operate on the rivers, coasts, Great Lakes, and harbors of the
United States, moving vital commodities safely, reducing air emissions, water pollution, and
highway congestion, protecting homeland security, and providing family-wage jobs for tens of
thousands of Americans. AWO promotes the long term economic soundness of the industry and
works to enhance its ability to provide safe, efficient, and environmentally responsible
transportation. For more information, please visit AWO's
website, http://www.americanwaterways.com/

PNWA featured on Washington Grown
 
PNWA members and staff were featured on a recent episode of Washington Grown, a television
program that tells the story about Washington's crops and all they provide to our region's culture,
economy, and the world.  Kristin Meira, PNWA Executive Director, and Rob Rich, Vice President of
Marine Services at Shaver Transportation, highlighted the value of the river system for
Washington wheat and other products as they make their way to international markets.  To watch
the video, visit the Washington Grown YouTube channel here.

EPA to host webinars regarding Waters of the United States proposed rule 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 is seeking input on the  proposed
changes to the Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS) definition under the Clean Water Act. As previously
reported, the EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers jointly published the  proposed rule in the
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Federal Register in April 2014, which describes the recommended changes to the WOTUS
definition.
 
The public  comment period for the WOTUS proposed rule will close on Friday, November 14,
2014. To prepare for this, EPA is hosting three webinars to explain the proposed rule and answer
questions.
 
1.    Tribal Webinar: November 5th, 10 AM-11:30 AM PST
2.    General Interest Webinar: November 5th, 12:30 PM - 2 PM PST
3.    State and Local Government Webinar: November 6th, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM PST
 
To sign up for one of these events, please click here.  If you have any questions about registering
for a webinar you can contact Sophie Glass at sglass@triangleassociates.com.   
 
Written comments regarding the WOTUS proposed rule can be submitted through the  Federal e-
Rulemaking portal(Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880) or via email to ow-docket@epa.gov
(include EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880 in the subject line of the message).  PNWA has drafted
comments for our members to review[H1] , and will be submitting them as we get closer to the
deadline.  If you have any questions or feedback, please contact Heather Stebbings. 

Clarification or Land Grab?  How EPA's Proposal to Redefine "Water" to
Include Dry Land Expands Agency Jurisdiction Beyond Historical Limits 
 
PNWA members who attended the Annual Convention earlier this month will remember a
compelling presentation by Attorney Steve Morasch regarding the WOTUS proposed rule.  We've
posted Steve's presentation on our website, and wanted to ensure that all PNWA members were
able to also read the article Steve put together with additional information to accompany his
PowerPoint. 
 
By Steve Morasch, Attorney, Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt:
 
The EPA has published a new draft definition of "water" and is accepting public comments until
November 14, 2014. The definition determines the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers jurisdiction
for a variety of regulatory programs under the Clean Water Act (CWA), including:

Section 404 dredge and fill
Section 402 pollution control

Adopted in 1972, the Clean Water Act regulates only the "navigable" waters of the United States.
Traditionally, a "navigable" water was large enough to float a boat used in commerce. However,
over the years, the EPA and Corps (with help of the courts) expanded the definition of "navigable"
far beyond any traditional concept of navigation, seeking to regulate waters that were far too
small to float any kind of commercial watercraft but might support a small canoe. Federal
jurisdiction has been further expanded to include wetlands, which are not "waters" at all but land
that is frequently saturated with water.
 
The new proposed rule would expand federal jurisdiction even further to include lands that are
only occasionally saturated with water. So what's the underlying issue? Read More.
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