
6/18/2014 PNWA Nor'wester: BiOp litigation kicks off; Senate Energy & Water funding bill on the move

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1117684984993&format=html&print=true 1/2

NOR'WESTER NEWSLETTER ISSUE #520                                  Visit us on Facebook! 

June 18, 2014

PNWA Website - About PNWA - Action Agenda - PNWA Events  - News - Contact Us

In This Issue:

FY2015 Senate Energy & Water bill summary released

Next round of FCRPS BiOp litigation kicked off with complaint from Earthjustice, et al

FY2015 Senate Energy & Water bill summary released
 
The Energy & Water Development Appropriations process continues to move forward.  In
addition to our report on the House bill published in yesterday's Nor'wester, PNWA also
reviewed the summary of the Senate Energy & Water Development Appropriations
Subcommittee's bill.  The bill recommends funding the Corps of Engineers at $5.134B for
FY2015.  This is an increase of $601M above the Administration's FY2015 budget request,
but $366M less than what was proposed in the House bill. 
 
Highlights of the account level funding are as follows:

Operations & Maintenance (O&M) - $2.8B
(includes $1.06B from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund)  

Construction General (CG) - $1.421B
General Investigations (GI) - $125M

The Senate Energy & Water bill also funds Bureau of Reclamation hydro and water
storage projects at $1.22B.  The funding bill also recommends that the Department of
Energy be funded at $28.359B.
 
Details of the Senate bill are expected to be released following the full Committee markup
tomorrow, June 19th.  PNWA will provide additional detail once we've had a chance to fully
review the document. 

Next round of FCRPS BiOp litigation kicked off with complaint from
Earthjustice, et al
 
Yesterday, Earthjustice filed a complaint on behalf of a group of environmental and fishing
groups against NOAA Fisheries regarding the Federal Columbia River Power System
(FCRPS) Biological Opinion (BiOp).  PNWA's "Inland Ports & Navigation Group" (IPNG)
has been an intervener in this matter for many years.  PNWA and IPNG strongly support
the work of the federal agencies, states, and tribes to produce the most recent BiOp,
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which was released in January 2014.  This BiOp has unprecedented support in the region,
is scientifically sound, and is already producing results in the form of record fish runs.
 
The dramatic increase in returns for several endangered fish species over the last ten
years demonstrates the success of regional investments in fish passage, habitat, and
other river improvements.  They contribute to "All-H" recovery steps already completed,
underway and planned.  Northwest ports and navigation interests have always strongly
supported robust salmon recovery efforts that preserve the multiple uses of the river
system.  The updated FCRPS BiOp released in January meets the requirements of the
2011 court remand, while continuing to deliver the authorized purposes of the dams.
 
Nor'wester readers will remember that in August 2011, the 2008/2010 Federal Columbia
River Power System (FCRPS) Biological Opinion (BiOp) was remanded.  NOAA Fisheries
was directed to produce a new or supplemental BiOp for the period from 2014 to 2018,
while simultaneously implementing the existing BiOp through 2013, including the Fish
Accords with Northwest sovereign tribes. 
 
The remand period of 2011 to 2013 provided an opportunity for NOAA Fisheries and the
various Accord parties to further develop and implement their proposed habitat mitigation
measures, and time to study whether these habitat improvement measures are likely to
produce the predicted benefits.  The new BiOp is the product of the best available science,
as well as significant collaboration between the federal agencies, four states and sovereign
Northwest tribes.  Highlights include the conclusion that the agencies' salmon recovery
activities will be more beneficial than anticipated for 22 of the populations. The higher
survival estimates for these populations provide additional assurance that the required
survival benefits will be achieved.
 
PNWA, IPNG and other members look forward to supporting this significant federal effort to
protect the iconic fish of the Northwest, while providing renewable hydropower, economical
and efficient navigation, and valuable water supply for irrigated crops.  For more
information about PNWA's engagement on the FCRPS BiOp, visit the Energy and Salmon
page of our website or contact Kristin Meira.
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