Columbia River System Operations (CRSO) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
PNWA supports a balanced approach to fish and dams
PNWA manages the Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG), a subset of PNWA’s membership. IPNG has been an
intervenor in the lawsuit over dam operations for twenty years, supporting the work of the federal agencies and submitting
information to the Court regarding the views of the ports, terminals, navigation, growers, and more.
Northwest navigation interests have always strongly supported robust salmon recovery efforts that preserve the multiple
uses of the river system. PNWA believes, like most in the scientific community, that salmon runs have been affected by a
variety of factors. A commitment to improving all four of the “H’s” of salmon recovery - hydro, habitat, harvest, and
hatcheries - is necessary for listed species to recover. Extreme measures like dam breaching have been studied and
rejected numerous times over the last twenty years.
Navigation and hydropower are clean, efficient and economical. Hydropower produces no greenhouse gasses, does not
contribute to climate change, and is necessary for integrating wind and solar power into the regional energy portfolio.
Barging along the Columbia Snake River System is the cleanest and most fuel efficient mode of transportation. Breaching
dams would end barge navigation and significantly increase greenhouse gas emissions due to freight transportation.

2014 Supplemental FCRPS Biological Opinion remanded; new plan ordered
NOAA Fisheries released the Supplemental Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) Biological Opinion (BiOp) in
January 2014. The 2014 BiOp was the product of the best available science, as well as significant collaboration between
the federal agencies, four states and sovereign Northwest tribes. The 2014 BiOp had unprecedented support in the region,
was deemed scientifically sound by the Obama Administration, and helped produce record fish runs. In May 2016, Judge
Michael Simon of the United States District Court ordered the federal agencies to produce an updated EIS and deliver a
new Biological Opinion. The federal agencies were required to explore a range of reasonable alternatives for long-term
system operations , and evaluate environmental and socioeconomic impacts on flood risk management, irrigation, power
generation, navigation, fish and wildlife, cultural resources and recreation.

Columbia River System Operations (CRSO) Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) completed in 2020
The CRSO EIS was approved in autumn 2020 by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and
Bonneville Power Administration, and is supported by Biological Opinions from both NOAA Fisheries and the U.S.
Department of Fish and Wildlife. It documents the selection of a Preferred Alternative to accomplish the multiple purposes
of 14 federal dams in the Columbia River Basin while complying with relevant environmental laws and regulations.
The EIS involved nearly four years of regional collaboration between federal agencies, numerous Tribes, and the states of
Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana. The National Environmental Policy Act process that guided development of the
EIS also included several opportunities for agencies, advocacy groups, and the public to review extensive draft
documents. Nearly 59,000 comments were submitted, which were reviewed by federal officials and addressed in the final
EIS. Community members also submitted public testimony during several formal comment periods.
The agencies addressed their decision to not breach the four lower Snake River dams, maintaining that the dams are
critical infrastructure that Northwest communities depend on for low carbon hydropower and efficient river navigation. The
EIS found that breaching would require massive investments to replace the barging system with rail and trucking.
Additionally, the EIS notes the Snake River dams play an important role in powering our region. Breaching would more
than double the region’s risk of power shortages, and would also lead to an additional 1.3 MMT of CO2 annually, even
with an increase in the use of other renewables.
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