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Northwest Congressional delegation asks President Obama for action on 
Columbia River Treaty 
  
Members of Congress from Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana sent a letter to 
President Obama on April 14 requesting an immediate update from the Administration on 
the status of the Interagency Policy Committee (IPC) review of the U.S. Entity's Columbia 
River Treaty regional recommendation.  The letter, which was spearheaded by Senators 
Patty Murray and Ron Wyden and Representatives Peter DeFazio and Greg Walden, 
comes on the one year anniversary of a letter sent to the Administration asking for the 
same update and expresses, "consternation with how the process has unfolded thus far." 
  
It has been over fifteen months since the Regional Recommendation was transmitted to 
the Administration.  The U.S. Entity, comprised of Bonneville Power Administration 
Administrator Elliot Mainzer and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Northwestern Division 
Commander, Brigadier General John Kem, recommended nine proposals for evaluation 
and was part of an extensive, multi-year review that included stakeholders from across 
the Pacific Northwest.  PNWA was an active part of this process, ensuring that the 
navigation perspective was included in a final regional recommendation to the U.S. State 
Department.    
  
Since 2013, the recommendation has been under review by the IPC, made up of staff from 
the National Security Council, Council on Environmental Quality, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, and Departments of State, Energy, Interior and others. 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X-181vHAoU59Z5uoJUe1KFJtzGZoFruoFRAzwv-mS6GudQ_tKJGAWkX0_K598xCmUBRpD-0ALOPsB9Pzv4FcGyqzW7ey-H02vcY0SSIQVftXnDcPyczZsJxf3ylULx0zLMPCv5LiZ_98Zj_zmf3kHsRLzgVAw2cy5OYPWzkKluyYMzeoBN8ads9uhiKH_jQh7Z1O_9TbAgsvOsoLp5JyL-vqGB0hJS_TcKVAkLszNJthGP9u-1DaE4kFKqFuoZyZ5MkRYePqRv_jfyslYudU_Z9fGxcZ_QMmE7uwvo6KkpDjYIH0BQR52n8LMCW_eQ8sfC5XmCPeAzZbc-GPPBJCvmZv2YAvg2mPv87pUg6ITC3-HziIg8UUXJDv2a4qnotTKnfgNV4WYHMKWGuNLbAVyQ==&c=5Fsg2neNS19t-T04mxPuVLLCl93hNPxX1xMZkEGGHaJjjFKafwk2Lg==&ch=MPkuDNGAEBHIij52dZTxzSWhLD4wdZhilJHdHfOXmA-RpnvnPF0qFA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X-181vHAoU59Z5uoJUe1KFJtzGZoFruoFRAzwv-mS6GudQ_tKJGAWjkdTmR5OwhnonSjOsz_RoXfa2CvMN9mnZIcz24MLSixlYaf5jVYEtUl2sL8oRlshqJxb5Tiu4ARhS6NtOwKuklBptH-XnhlWNLexf3No9NebTAqbrCas8M=&c=5Fsg2neNS19t-T04mxPuVLLCl93hNPxX1xMZkEGGHaJjjFKafwk2Lg==&ch=MPkuDNGAEBHIij52dZTxzSWhLD4wdZhilJHdHfOXmA-RpnvnPF0qFA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X-181vHAoU59Z5uoJUe1KFJtzGZoFruoFRAzwv-mS6GudQ_tKJGAWsrY3Ro4LkdT--QR2DDiAWCPPHgEnz-S7F_MzYF7ZnmAYmEMm1Rx8j-K_1iZ1B2lPHRKtO7g0FqDzgrRmEIbp-ikBg-EByZ5JxPkBJsIc6cw9urNqQX8wcNMuvt-nJKyUQ==&c=5Fsg2neNS19t-T04mxPuVLLCl93hNPxX1xMZkEGGHaJjjFKafwk2Lg==&ch=MPkuDNGAEBHIij52dZTxzSWhLD4wdZhilJHdHfOXmA-RpnvnPF0qFA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X-181vHAoU59Z5uoJUe1KFJtzGZoFruoFRAzwv-mS6GudQ_tKJGAWsrY3Ro4LkdTBBTH446LINxvHIyoVt0Jb-JiuTLYvVkrFRrZAWeUVsWe41aUeTx64qlETkxTnfJPm5ckxdvnE7P4Zl2bFJ9dlbayc1rFXqoKnA8t6atHqb719XyqJKlrG85fCP-90wWlKz83trvgDu0=&c=5Fsg2neNS19t-T04mxPuVLLCl93hNPxX1xMZkEGGHaJjjFKafwk2Lg==&ch=MPkuDNGAEBHIij52dZTxzSWhLD4wdZhilJHdHfOXmA-RpnvnPF0qFA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X-181vHAoU59Z5uoJUe1KFJtzGZoFruoFRAzwv-mS6GudQ_tKJGAWsrY3Ro4LkdTM6qK01kN-fXOyKUU1XGJ23My-VSu5QecbdNgpsDLZEhdItAigswzNfQ4MoEQq_HK8T_5Ffl32J6b3nJRC9tHtp7nUCJviNvnh6KOBpjMO3sTCK64gbGVvA==&c=5Fsg2neNS19t-T04mxPuVLLCl93hNPxX1xMZkEGGHaJjjFKafwk2Lg==&ch=MPkuDNGAEBHIij52dZTxzSWhLD4wdZhilJHdHfOXmA-RpnvnPF0qFA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X-181vHAoU59Z5uoJUe1KFJtzGZoFruoFRAzwv-mS6GudQ_tKJGAWsrY3Ro4LkdTokrhTJwqAzxO8RjXYjefcsP9vpMcu400p9WuXDmu5MYiHOCi4bW4aV-uLuyVCm1JqLmz_1ceFRgpHZzk4Xyz-S45pSMuR1rzfXpqK_jhU2ZndtNCAX2b0g==&c=5Fsg2neNS19t-T04mxPuVLLCl93hNPxX1xMZkEGGHaJjjFKafwk2Lg==&ch=MPkuDNGAEBHIij52dZTxzSWhLD4wdZhilJHdHfOXmA-RpnvnPF0qFA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X-181vHAoU59Z5uoJUe1KFJtzGZoFruoFRAzwv-mS6GudQ_tKJGAWsrY3Ro4LkdTdEp2csmhH7XKgFPCqfmJqZ3yFa6Y_xeem18x6Nb-ax67m77-rC3yNP3EVquUQZu9t1U-vf_XAn7eNQpdxMdNBbmEpKFHfdWMmF3PHlVslb8dhLRn00lQhg==&c=5Fsg2neNS19t-T04mxPuVLLCl93hNPxX1xMZkEGGHaJjjFKafwk2Lg==&ch=MPkuDNGAEBHIij52dZTxzSWhLD4wdZhilJHdHfOXmA-RpnvnPF0qFA==


The 2015 letter underscores the delegation's support of the U.S. Entity's 
Recommendation and calls for the State Department to begin negotiations with Canada 
this year while also being open to continued input from regional stakeholders throughout 
the process.  The letter also calls for the administration to submit a schedule of regular 
Congressional briefings and a status update on the process by the end of April.  
                                          
PNWA staff will be in Washington, DC next week to conduct meetings on the Columbia 
River Treaty and highlight potential impacts to navigation.  PNWA supports continued 
dialogue regarding the Treaty and will continue to represent our membership in these 
discussions.  For more information, contact Kristin Meira. 
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