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Celebrating a year of successful 
navigation infrastructure 
maintenance in the Northwest 

 

 

As the current fiscal year draws to a close, we want to take a moment 
to share images of significant dredging, lock repairs, and jetty rehab 
work completed around the region with FY2018 dollars. 
 
The federal hopper dredges Essayons and Yaquina as well as contract 
dredges have been very active this summer maintaining waterways in 
Oregon and Washington. International trade, recreational boating, 
commercial fishing, and the cruise trade are all made possible by our 
federal waterways, and maintenance dredging is the key to keeping 
our ports open for business. Below are images from critical 
maintenance work which took place this summer. 
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The Essayons hopper dredge at Grays Harbor 

 

Pipeline laid out by the dredge Oregon 



 

Sediment is removed from Inner Harbor at Grays Harbor 

 

Dredging on the Rogue River (Port of Gold Beach) 



 

The Yaquina hopper dredge at the Columbia River 
 

 

A clamshell dredge clears out Baker Bay near the Port of Ilwaco 
 
The Corps of Engineers also completed important maintenance and 
repairs at the locks on the Columbia Snake River System, which serve 
as a major trade corridor for wheat, fuels, forest products, and much 
more. At the Dalles Dam, work was completed on the seal 
replacement on the upstream gate. Repairs were also made to the 
concrete wall at the upstream gate and the gate's wire ropes were 
inspected. 
 



 

Upstream gate bottom sill plate seal replacement 



 

Upstream gate wire rope inspection 
 
Out at the Mouth of Columbia River, the Corps continued progress on 
the major rehabilitation of the jetties. Jetty rocks weighing up to 23 
tons were moved into place, to reinforce the 100-year-old navigation 
structure. The rehab of the jetties will ensure the jetties continue to 
provide safe transit for commercial and recreational vessels crossing 
the Columbia River Bar. The jetties are weakened by Pacific Ocean 
winter storms, which can bring waves in excess of 30 feet. If a critical 
section of the jetties were breached during a large storm, sand could 
be deposited into the federal navigation channel and potentially shut 
down commercial shipping. Restoring the channel entrance would 
require expensive emergency repairs and dredging to restore the 
channel to depth. The current rehab of the jetties is a major federal 
investment in the continued viability of the Columbia Snake River 
System. 



 

23 ton rocks are reading for placement 

 

Special equipment moves the giant boulders 
 
PNWA members are especially grateful to our Northwest delegation 
for continued funding to enable critical maintenance and repairs to 
make sure our federal navigation infrastructure operates safely and 
efficiently. We also would like to recognize the outstanding efforts of 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in the successful execution of these 
projects and so many more around our region. 
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