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The FY2021 budget was released by the Administration today, and focuses on
completion of existing projects, maintenance of high risk infrastructure, and projects
of high economic value. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is proposed to receive just
under $6B, which would be $1.7B less than the FY2020 enacted level, roughly a 22%
decrease. The budget proposes to focus on completion of existing high priority
projects, which includes large dollar jetty projects and dam safety modification
studies/design, however no new construction starts are included. In particular, the
budget includes outstanding news for the Columbia River jetties major rehab project,
fully funding the remaining piece of the project at $119M. The budget also has good
news for the navigation lock at McNary Dam, which requires additional
work. However many of Oregon and Washington’s small coastal navigation projects
did not receive funding.
 
As a reminder, the 2020 fiscal year runs from October 1, 2019 - September 30,
2020. The Administration is also expected to release the FY2020 work plan shortly,
with specific project funding amounts for the remainder of the current fiscal year. We
have been advocating for months for increased funding for our suite of projects, and
are hopeful that we will receive good news when the workplan is released.
 
Looking ahead, PNWA is meeting with the Portland, Seattle and Walla Walla Districts
of the Corps this week to determine the FY2021 capabilities for each of our supported
projects, and will have more information to report within the next week. While the
release of the Administration's FY2021 budget is an important start to the process,
Congress will now devise their own spending plans for the Corps. As has been the
case for a number of years, PNWA will be advocating for the inclusion of national,
programmatic "spending pots" to help address the considerable shortfall of funding
that is proposed for studies, construction, and operations and maintenance of
projects of all sizes.
 
The following is a brief overview of FY2021 proposed funding for Corps accounts. We
have also updated our four-page listing of the Northwest projects that PNWA
supports. We will have more information in the coming days, as we review the details
of the budget and discuss project funding with our members and colleagues.
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Overall funding levels for Corps programs
 
Within the Civil Works program, $102.6M is proposed for General
Investigations/Studies, $2.173 Billion for Construction, and $1.996 Billion for
Operations & Maintenance. $1.015 Billion is proposed to be spent from the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund (HMTF). The Administration is proposing to maintain existing
cargo levels at the 50 largest U.S. coastal ports. The Administration is also proposing
$50 Million for emergency response activities for flood related major disasters in the
future. This is surprising, as the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund is intended to fund
coastal navigation operations and maintenance. The Regulatory Program is steady at
$200 Million.





PNWA Website About PNWA Action Agenda PNWA Events Contact Us

© Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

http://www.pnwa.net/
http://www.pnwa.net/about/
http://www.pnwa.net/about/action-agenda/
http://www.pnwa.net/events-2/
http://www.pnwa.net/contact-us/

