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Bud Shoemake named Lincoln County School District
volunteer of the year

The Lincoln County School District Board has
recognized Port of Toledo Manager Bud Shoemake as
its volunteer of the year for his work to further
regional workforce training and education.

Shoemake was presented with the district’s annual
Tom Moore Award, honoring an individual who
exemplifies the volunteer spirit for “tirelessly working
to support education at all levels, and his
commitment to expanding our living wage
workforce.”

Read the full Newport News Times story here

MARAD offers grant management process webinar Thursday

Maritime Administration Management and
Program Analyst Holly Blake will offer an
overview of MARAD grant and loan
opportunities and how to obtain and manage
them Thursday, July 16 at 10 a.m. PDT.

The tentative agenda includes:

http://www.pnwa.net/
https://newportnewstimes.com/article/port-of-toledo-manager-honored-for-partnership


MARAD Grant and Loan Discretionary
Programs
Grants Governance
MARAD Grant Agreement Execution
Process
Auditing
Financial Management
Project Closeout
Contacts, Resources

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5318007081

Meeting ID: 531 800 7081

One tap mobile
+12532158782,,5318007081# US (Tacoma)
+13462487799,,5318007081# US (Houston)

House releases WRDA 2020

On Monday, the House Transportation &
Infrastructure Committee and Water Resources &
Environment Subcommittee released the House
version of the Water Resources & Development Act
(WRDA) of 2020. We anticipate robust negotiations
between the House and Senate moving forward with
the hopes of achieving an agreement and bill passage
this year.  

Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund
In addition to full use of annual receipts from the
Harbor Maintenance Tax to help maintain harbors
and channels to their authorized depths, the bill also
authorizes the appropriation of the balance in the
Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund (HMTF) estimated at
approximately $10 billion. In addition, the bill

proposes to change the HMTF allocation to 10% for Donor ports (with expanded uses),
12% for the Great Lakes Harbors, and 20% for Emerging Harbors. The Emerging
Harbors would be redefined to be under 1 million tons of cargo annually. Funding for
operations and maintenance needs includes eligible breakwater and jetties. Also
included for Emerging Harbors is $5 million annually for up to 10 projects which could
include maintenance dredging of marinas or berths and areas adjacent or accessible
by a Federal navigation project. The cost share is 25% non-Federal and 75% Federal. 

Inland Waterways Trust Fund
For inland waterways construction and major rehabilitation projects between 2021
and 2027, and projects initiated during that time period that extend beyond 2027, the
bill proposes changing the Federal cost share to 65%, with the remaining 35% from the
Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF). To date, the cost share had been 50/50.

Other Top Line Issues:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5318007081


Authorizes the construction of all 34 pending Corps Chief’s Reports received
since the enactment of WRDA 2018. 
Authorizes 30 feasibility studies for water resources development projects,
including those identified through the public review process established by
section 7001 of the Water Resources Reform and Development Act of 2014.
Directs the Corps to expedite the completion of 32 feasibility studies currently
underway.

PNWA Supported Projects Included:
Lower Columbia River Basin - Improving the turning basins for the project for
navigation on the Columbia River Channel, Oregon and Washington. 
Deauthorization of a portion of the federal channel at the Cap Sante Waterway
at the Port of Anacortes, Washington.
Deauthorization and conveyance of the Willamette Falls Locks.

Other Projects of Interest:
Water supply project authorization for Willamette River Basin Review
Reallocation. 
Dredging the Coast Guard Anchorages on the Columbia River.  
Port Orford, Oregon summary report on the configuration of a breakwater for
the project for navigation to address shoaling issues to minimize long-term
maintenance costs.
42nd Street Levee, Springfield, Oregon - flood control project. 
Hood River at the Confluence with the Columbia River, Oregon - ecosystem
restoration project. 

Studies
The General Accounting Office (GAO) is directed to conduct a study on the mitigation
of the impact of water resources development projects including the impact on fish
and wildlife. It seems to be a study to determine if guidance is being implemented
appropriately and consistently across the Corps nationwide. 

In addition, the GAO is directed to conduct a study of HMTF annual operations and
maintenance needs and the national, regional, and local benefits. This report is to be
broken down by emerging harbors, moderate-use harbors, high-use harbors, Great
Lakes region, and deferred maintenance for each type as well as the projected needs
for donor, moderate-use, and energy transfer ports and a report on expenditures
provided to them. 

Also, Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA) introduced an amendment that will be accepted as part
of the Manager's Amendment to conduct "an assessment of the annual funding
level trends for moderate-use harbors (as such term is defined in section 210 of the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 (33 U.S.C. 2238)) after the date of
enactment of the Water Resources Development Act of 2014 (Public Law 113–121)
and excluding funds awarded to donor, energy, or medium sized donor ports"

For additional details, refer to the bill text, section by section summary , and fact
sheet. You may also contact PNWA Government Relations Director Dena Horton.

House Appropriations Committee passes FY2021 Energy and
Water Development funding  

https://files.constantcontact.com/9a08bcf9001/001cd1c3-1a19-461f-a707-3b52f31da5b5.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9a08bcf9001/d96ace60-c065-43f3-860a-cb1fa429df9d.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/9a08bcf9001/135e1caa-e282-4092-8ca6-2e23ebb17eeb.pdf
mailto:dena.horton@pnwa.net


On July 13, the House
Appropriations Committee
passed the FY2021 Energy and
Water Development funding
bill which funds the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers,
Department of the Interior
programs, the Department of
Energy, and other related
agencies. The bill invests
$49.6 billion in Energy and
Water Development
programs which represents an increase of $1.26 billion above FY2020 enacted level.
The bill also includes $43.5 billion to address COVID19 pandemic response and the
economic recession.

The bill provides a total of $7.63 billion for the Corps which is an increase of $1.7
billion above the Administration’s budget request.
In addition, the bill provides $17 billion in emergency funding for Corps projects
nationwide to improve infrastructure and reduce backlogs.

Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund (HMTF)
The Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund (HMTF) projects receive $1.68 billion. This is an
increase of $50 million above the FY2020 enacted level and $665 million above the
request. This meets the target set by authorizers for FY2021 and represents 92% of
estimated revenues compared to the FY2021 target of 83%. However, it is not clear
why the committee did not choose to take advantage of full use (100%) of HMTF for
FY2021 when the full use authorization under the CARES Act will start January 1, 2021
unless the provision is passed by WRDA sooner than that. The bill also proposes to
spend down the balance in the HMTF which is estimated to be approximately
$10,108,000,000 (at the beginning for FY2021).

Construction
The bill provides $2.6 billion, $447 million above the request. There is also $10 billion
in COVID-19 emergency funds intended for expediting projects that provide flood
protection, ensure navigable channels, and restore the environment.

Mouth of the Columbia River (jetties) $119 million (this represents full funding
for completion of the South Jetty)
Columbia River Fish Mitigation $15.37 million

Investigations
The bill provides $151 million, equal to the FY2020 enacted level and $48 million
above the request. There is also $110 million for feasibility studies as part of the
COVID-19 emergency funds.

Operations and Maintenance (O&M)
The bill provides $3.84 billion, an increase of $48 million above the FY2020 enacted
level and $1.8 billion above the request. The bill provides for seven new study starts
and seven new construction projects. There is also $5 billion in COVID-19 emergency
funding to address outstanding O&M and repairs nationwide. Many of PNWA’s
supported projects were included for O&M funding:

Bonneville Dam $7.5 million
The Dalles Dam $4.2 million
John Day Dam $6.4 million



McNary Dam $15.9 million
Ice Harbor Dam $4.6 million
Lower Monumental Dam $2.7 million
Little Goose Dam $2.6 million
Lower Granite Dam $3.4 million
Howard Hanson Dam $3.9 million
Mount St. Helens Sediment Control $373 k
Everett Harbor/Snohomish River $2.2 million
Lake Washington Ship Canal $9.2 million
Seattle Harbor $1.9 million
Tacoma/Puyallup River $214 k
Grays Harbor $11.7 million
Mouth of the Columbia River $19 million
Columbia River & Lower Willamette below Vancouver/Portland $52.6 million
Columbia River to The Dalles $1 million
Coos Bay $7.5 million
Yaquina Bay and Harbor $4 million
Siuslaw (Port of Siuslaw) $15 k
Umpqua (Port of Umpqua) $1 million
Coquille (Port of Bandon) $563 k
Rogue (Port of Gold Beach) $116 k
Willamette River at Willamette Falls $65 k
Columbia River at Baker Bay (Port of Ilwaco) $906 k

Additional funding (“funding pots”)
Since earmarks were banned in 2012, Congress has looked for other ways to provide
additional funding for the Corps of Engineers. When Congress provides this additional
funding (“funding pots”), it is with the directive that the agency formulate a plan for
these monies within 60 days of enactment of the bill. 

We are pleased to report that House appropriators have once again recognized the
insufficiency of the budget levels proposed earlier this year, and have proposed
additional funding pots. This is especially good news for projects that have been
previously funded, but were either left out of the FY2021 budget or were funded at
low levels. Following are the amounts the House proposes for each account:

Investigations account - $67 million
Construction account – navigation - $150 million
Operations & maintenance account:

Deep draft harbors and channels - $570 million
Small, remote or subsistence navigation - $65 million
Inland waterways - $55 million
Donor and energy transfer ports - $50 million
Navigation maintenance - $38.455 million
Other authorized project purposes - $89.593 million

PNWA staff will continue to advocate for funding Northwest federal navigation
projects throughout the remainder of the appropriations cycle, followed by the work
plan process after the bill is enacted.

Continuing Authorities Program (CAP)
The bill also included funding for the Continuing Authorities Program (CAP), which can
provide an alternate route for particular projects which aren’t a good fit for typical
Construction or O&M accounts:

Aquatic Ecosystem Restoration $10 million



Beneficial Use of Dredged Material $15 million
Emergency Streambank or Shoreline Protection $8 million
Flood Control $7 million
Mitigation of Shore Damages $5 million
Navigation Program $8 million
Project modifications for Improving the Environment $8 million
Removal of Obstructions $2 million
Shore Protection $4 million

Regulatory Program
The Regulatory Program received $205 million which is $5 million above the budget
estimate for FY2021. The Committee Report language states that the additional funds
are to be used to “ensure the timely processing of shellfish aquaculture permitting
activities.” The Committee Report included with the bill clarifies Congressional intent.
The Committee Report includes language that

Reminds all Corps Districts to be consistent in implementation of the 2008
Compensatory Mitigation Rule.
Encourages the Corps to continue to work in coordination with the non-federal
sponsor on plans to reduce flooding in the Chehalis River Basin.
“Urges the Corps and the National Marine Fisheries Service to continue to
evaluate appropriate mitigation options for Seattle District Regional General
Permits that take into consideration improvements to existing structures."

View the FY 2021 Presidential budget proposal, PNWA request, and House bill funding
levels in our PNWA Supported Corps Projects document.

Reminder: Tune in to Portland and Walla Walla districts
changes of command next week

Portland District change of command ceremony
Tuesday, July 21

10 a.m.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9FL-98jNJ0&feature=youtu.be

Col. Michael Helton will assume command from Col. Aaron Dorf.

Helton served as Program Integration Branch chief for the Office of the Chief of
Engineers. Before being a branch chief, Helton attended the U.S. Army War College
from 2018 to 2019, where he earned a master’s degree in Strategic Studies. Prior to
the war college, he served on a deployment to Kabul, Afghanistan, where he was the
Ministry of Interior branch chief for Combined Joint - Engineer, Combined Security
Transition Command – Afghanistan.

Helton was the 1st Engineer Brigade deputy commanding officer and next
commanded the 35th Engineer Battalion from 2016 to 2018. He received his U.S.
Army commission in 1998 and has served in leadership and staff positions in the Iraq,
Afghanistan and throughout the United States.
    
Helton holds a Master of Science in Engineering Management from Missouri S&T, and
a master’s degree in Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College. His military
education includes the Engineer Officer Basic Course, Engineer Captain’s Career
Course and Command and General Staff College. Col. Helton is also a certified Project
Management Professional.

https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/PNWA-Supported-Corps-Projects.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9FL-98jNJ0&feature=youtu.be


Col. Aaron Dorf
Outgoing Portland District commander

Col. Michael Helton
Incoming Portland District commander

Walla Walla District change of command ceremony
Friday, July 24

10 a.m.
https://youtu.be/yPcI4jURgIY

Lt. Col. Richard Childers will assume command from Lt. Col. Christian Dietz.

Childers' previous assignments include: Mechanized Platoon Leader, 2nd Battalion,
121st Infantry Regiment, Georgia Army National Guard; Company Executive Officer,
Assistant Operation Officer and Battalion Civil Engineer, 62nd Engineer Battalion, Fort
Hood, TX; Assistant Brigade Logistics Officer, Company Commander, 14th Engineer
Battalion, 555th Engineer Brigade, Fort Lewis, WA; Science & Technology Staff Officer,
Army Capabilities Integration Center, Headquarters Training and Doctrine Command,
Fort Eustis VA; Battalion Executive Officer, 2nd Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment and
Brigade Operations Officer (S-3) 165th Infantry Regiment, Fort Jackson, SC; Task Force
Engineer, Joint Task Force Bravo, U.S. SOUTHCOM, Soto Cano Airbase Honduras; and
most recently Deputy Commander, Tulsa District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Tulsa,
OK.

Childers earned a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Engineering from Mercer
University in 2002. In 2008, he was awarded a Master of Science in Civil Engineering
from the University of Missouri-Rolla. He is a licensed Professional Engineer in
Missouri and a Certified Project Management Professional. His military education
includes studies at the United States Army Command and General Staff College, Ft.
Leavenworth, Kansas, and the Engineer Officer Basic and Career Courses, Fort
Leonard Wood, Missouri.

His operational deployments include Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2005 and 2008; and
Operation Enduring Freedom in 2012. 

https://youtu.be/yPcI4jURgIY


Lt. Col. Christian Dietz
Outgoing Walla Walla District

commander

Lt. Col. Richard Childers
Incoming Walla Walla District

commander
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