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NEXT Renewable Fuels, Inc.  

Wolseley Industrial Group  

United Power Trades Organization  

CFM 

FishPeople  

Benton PUD 

American Queen Steamboat Company  

Farallon Consulting  

CRS Crossroads Strategies  

Diversified Marine  

TRC 

Port of Olympia  

Chmelik Sitkin & Davis  

Diversified Marine  

 

Randi Besser, Office Manager  

Randi joined PNWA in January 2019. She assists members 

and staff, plans events, and manages bookkeeping. She 

has extensive administrative and event planning experi-

ence.  

 

 
 

Scott Clemans, Communications Director  

Scott joined PNWA in August 2019. He brings over 15 years 

of professional communications experience, including as a 

public affairs specialist with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers, U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Army Reserve, as well as 

telecommunications and software companies . 

 
 

Dena Horton, Government Relations Director  

Dena joined PNWA in September 2019. She served as Sen-

a tor Maria  Cantwellõs SW Washington Outreac h Direc tor 

for over 5 years, project manager for over 7 years for 

PNWA member Normandeau Associates, and district rep-

resentative for former Congressman Brian Baird for over 

four years.  

 
Kristin Meira, Executive Director  

Kristin joined PNWA in 2002. She spent 5 years in Washing-

ton D.C., working for U.S. Senators Patty Murray and Bill 

Bradley. She also served  as a legislative assistant for a N.J. 

State Assemblyman, briefing aide to N.J. Governor Jim 

Florio, and worked on several campaigns around the na-

tion.  
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 MEET OUR NEW PRESIDENT 

 

FUNDING SUCCESS 

  

David Harlan  

President, Pacific Northwest Waterways Association  

 

David Harlan was sworn in as president of the Pacific North-

west Waterways Association in October 2019, following a 

two -year term as the associationõs senior vice president. 

 

Dave served as Ports Manager for Business Oregon, the 

State of Oregonõs economic development agency, for 

over 13 years. His responsibilities included state policy and 

planning, federal advocacy, and regulatory issue coordi-

nation for Oregonõs 23 port districts. He also administered 

three State port programs, and represented Business Oregon in interagency discus-

sions about transportation issues. He recently took up a new role with the Port of Tole-

do on the Oregon coast.  

 

He lives in Salem and spends time in his garage keeping his 50 - year -old British auto-

mobile running when he isnõt reading, watching basketball or spending time with 

friends.  

 

òPNWA continues to growñin membership, staff, influence, and scope of work. As 

your president, Iõm committed to helping keep PNWA, its members, and our issues in 

the forefront of legislative action and public opinion.ó 

 

On Dec.16, Congress completed work on an 

FY2020 Energy & Water Appropriations bill. The 

Corps of Engineers received generous funding for 

several spending òpotsó that are nationally com-

petitive. PNWA staff will continue to work closely 

with all three Corps Districts to advocate for our 

membersõ priorities as the workplan takes shape in 

early 2020.  

 

The minibus bill contained an important funding 

success for Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund spend-

ing in FY2020: $1.63 billion, including $50 million for 

the Donor and Energy Transfer Port Program. This 

funding is welcome news for the coastal port com-

munity, and a reflection of our collective efforts to 

advocate for full spending of annual HMT receipts. 

FY2020 looks promising and PNWA will continue to 

advocate for PNWA member priorities and diligent-

ly track the progress.  

 

 

 

 

 

2020 Meetings  

and Events  
 

February 11  

Columbia River & Coast  

Regional Meeting  

9-11:30 a.m.  

Port of Kalama  

 
February 19  

Western Washington  

Regional Meeting  

1-3:30 p.m.  

Port of Seattle  

 
February 24  

Inland Empire  

Regional Meeting  

1-3:30 p.m.  

Port of Benton  

 
March 1 -5 

Mission to Washington DC  

The Madison Hotel  

& Capitol Hill  

 
June 23 -25 

Summer Conference  

The Davenport Hotel  

Spokane, Washington  
 

October 7 -9 

Annual Convention  

The Heathman Lodge  

Vancouver, Washington  

 

 REPRESENTING YOU  

PNWA continues to be the trusted source for information about the value of 

infrastructure, trade, and transportation in the Northwest. Our staff has been in the air 

and on the road, in front of Congressional and agency decision makers and at 

speaking engagements, providing data about our supported projects and 

highlighting the value of safe and efficient cargo movement for economic prosperity 

in our region.  

 

 

 EVENTS & ISSUES 

 

PNWA Executive Director Kristin Meira testifies at a Feb. 

7 House Transportation & Infrastructure Hearing on "The 

Cost of Doing  Nothing: Why Investing in our Nation's 

Infrastructure Cannot Wait"  

Columbia River Treaty town hall  WA legislature Snake River tour  State Dept. tour of United Grain  

Congressional staff tour of Lower  

Monumental Dam  
Bonneville navigation lock repairs  LSRD stakeholder workshops  

55+ news mentions  8 DC trips  30+ presentations  


