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PNWA is Hiring a Government Relations Manager

We are pleased to announce that PNWA is hiring a Government Relations Manager to
join our team! We are a non-profit trade association addressing navigation, trade,
energy and environmental issues in the Northwest. With a strong, supportive
membership and over 85 years of history, PNWA is a truly unique and constantly
evolving group that engages on infrastructure and policy issues in our region.

The Government Relations Manager will cover a suite of issues and projects, and work
with the Executive Director and Government Relations Director in the following
activities to further the goals of PNWA:

e Analyze federal and regional public policy issues

e Write and edit materials for PNWA staff to assist our work with Congress,
federal agencies, regional policy makers and our membership

e Write articles for our Nor’wester newsletter and website

e Membership services

¢ Meeting and event planning

e Communications

Top candidates for the Government Relations Manager role will have:
Bachelor’s degree and at least three years of government, industry, or other relevant

experience
Ability to manage several projects concurrently



Effective written and oral communication skills

Positive attitude and work well with small but mighty team

Strong working knowledge of Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Outlook, etc.)
Strong communications background and social media experience preferred

A full job description can be found here. Please note this position is based in Portland,
Oregon and interested applicants should submit a resume and cover letter by July 22,
2022 at 5:00pm PST.

PNWA Celebrates Summer Conference Success

Over 130 PNWA members gathered in Spokane, Washington for the 2022 Summer
Conference to hear informative presentations, participate in leadership meetings,
discuss activities related to the Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG), and enjoy
some time to gather and network. The Historic Davenport Hotel was a beautiful
setting for the second in-person meeting of PNWA members since the pandemic
started and the first under new Executive Director Heather Stebbings. The event was a
success due to our informative speakers, generous sponsors, and our attendees who
provided thoughtful discussion on so many of the issues and topics relevant to our
region.

The first day began with an Executive Committee meeting followed by welcome
remarks from PNWA Board President Glen Squires, CEO of the Washington Grain
Commission and PNWA Executive Director Heather Stebbings. To set the stage, PNWA
members heard from Todd Coleman of S3R3 on the road, rail, and runway projects
taking place and planned for development in Spokane. Crossroads Strategies, the Port
of Seattle and the Port of Portland provided a legislative and political update from DC,
Olympia, and Salem, and the U.S. Commercial Service of Seattle provided an update
on trade opportunities and challenges related to U.S. exports. And in his last PNWA
meeting prior to retirement, Michael McElwee offered a perspective on economic and
infrastructure development at the Port of Hood River from its formation to current
status. It was a story full of rich history and interesting characters, and highlighted the
importance of past and current decisions on future actions. The first day ended with
our gala reception connecting attendees from around the region and providing an
opportunity for our PNWA community to catch up and network for the first time this
year.

The following day was packed with lessons learned and cautionary tales. The day
began with presentations on expanding container traffic at the Oregon International



Port of Coos Bay, creation of public space and access at the Port of Bellingham, and
consolidation of two port jurisdictions into the Chelan Douglas Regional Port
Authority. Additional topics included attracting and retaining workers post-pandemic
and cybersecurity challenges related to the maritime community, as well as a
regulatory round-up led by PNWA Government Relations Director Dena Horton and
featuring conversations regarding permitting timelines, higher costs, and greater
uncertainty in the current regulatory climate.

Lunch included a welcome video from Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R, WA-5),
PNWA'’s ever popular door prize drawings, and project updates from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ Northwestern Division and the Portland, Seattle and Walla Walla
Districts. Of particular interest were updates on the Tacoma Harbor navigation
improvements, Lake Washington Ship Canal, our coastal jetties and pile dikes, and the
planned closures for the Columbia and Snake River inland transportation system.

Presentations on clarifying and incorporating environmental justice in port activities
and tips for writing successful federal and state grant applications from CFM
Advocates and the ports of Everett and Woodland closed out the general session
which was followed by a meeting of the IPNG. IPNG discussions focused on the River
Values campaign, CRSO EIS lawsuit, Snake River Dams Benefit Replacement Study, the
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA), Columbia River Temperature lawsuit, and
Snake River dredging. The day then closed out with a fantastic happy hour hosted by
PNWA members Desimone Consulting Group, Ecological Land Services, and Van Ness
Feldman.

PNWA'’s Board meeting on Thursday morning was very well-attended and featured
updates on the PNWA membership, strategic planning process and association
staffing. To close out the successful three-day event, each PNWA member provided a
brief update on their organization’s current activities showcasing the significant
activity taking place around the region! After almost two years of the pandemic, it was
wonderful to hear the success stories, poignant messages and renewed sense of
appreciation and optimism from our members throughout the Northwest.

The success of the Summer Conference is truly due to the support we receive from
our members, including the following generous sponsors:
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Offshore Wind Development Webinar with BOEM and USCG

SAVE THE DATE - PNWA will be hosting a webinar with the Bureau of Ocean Energy
Management (BOEM) and the U.S. Coast Guard to learn about the current status of
offshore wind development for Oregon and Washington, as well as a Q&A.

Washington/Oregon Offshore Wind Development Webinar with BOEM and USCG
August 10, 2022
10-11:30am PT
Zoom link to be provided



401 Water Quality Certification Proposed Rule Webinar

SAVE THE DATE - Jenna Mandell-Rice of Van Ness Feldman will provide a breakdown
of the proposed rule, what has changed, potential impacts to ports, and items to
highlight in public comment letters that are due by August 8th.

401 Water Quality Certification Proposed Rule Webinar
July 26, 2022
1lam - 12pm PT
Zoom link to be provided

PNWA resources to support your comments on the Murray/Inslee
draft report

As previously announced, the draft Lower Snake River Dams Benefit Replacement
Report has been released and comments are due by 5pm on July 11th. PNWA is
encouraging our members to respond directly via Isrdoptions.org with individual
comments regarding the many holes in the report and the impacts that would be felt
by individual organizations and communities if dam breaching were to occur. We have
developed resources to support our members in their responses, including a draft
letter for members to edit and updated talking points.

Please contact Heather Stebbings for more information or to request copies of these
materials.

Squires to retire, Chumrau to replace him at Washington Grain
Commission

After almost 30 years with the Washington Grain Commission, CEO Glen Squires will
retire on November 1. Casey Chumrau, the current Idaho Wheat Commission
executive director, will join the Washington commission in mid-September to work
with Squires to transition and take over the role in November.

Chumrau joined the Idaho Wheat Commission in 2020. Before that, she worked for
U.S. Wheat Associates, the overseas marketing arm of the industry, as a market
analyst and South America marketing manager. She will exit the Idaho commission
Aug. 30 for her new job in Washington.

PNWA looks forward to working with Casey in her new role and with Glen as he
completes his tenure with WCG and PNWA. Glen has served as President of our
association since November 2021 and has been a member of our Board of Directors
for a number of years. His leadership within PNWA and on regional agriculture, trade
and transportation issues has been critical in our efforts to increase funding for the



Corps of Engineers and promote the importance of the Columbia Snake River System
to our Congressional partners in Washington, DC.

To learn more, click here.

Glen Squires Casey Chumrau

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management Draft Fisheries Mitigation
Guidance for Review

. On June 23, BOEM initiated a 60-day public review

3 C L M and comment period for the Draft Fisheries
Mitigation Guidance. The comment period closes on

o August 22, 2022. The draft guidance provides
detailed processes and methodologies to the
offshore wind industry and lessees to mitigate
impacts to fisheries in the areas of project siting, design, navigation, access, safety,
and financial compensation. This guidance will help ensure consistent use of data and

methodologies across projects and states and assist lessees and BOEM in the
preparation and review of construction and operations plans.

BUREAU OF OCEAN ENERGY MANAGEMENT

To facilitate comments, BOEM will hold a series of public meetings to discuss the
contents of the draft guidance and hear from commercial and recreational fishers and
other interested parties firsthand and the meeting for the West Coast is on July 15,
2022 from 11 am — 1 pm. Meetings will be held on the following dates and times:

July 11, 9 to 11 a.m. EDT: East Coast Meeting

July 15, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. PDT: West Coast Meeting
July 18, 9 to 11 a.m. CDT: Gulf Coast Meeting

July 21, 9 to 11 a.m. EDT: Developers Meeting

Additional information, including meeting registration and how to comment, is
available here. The BOEM announcement is available here. The BOEM point of contact
for these meetings is Brian Hooker (brian.hooker@boem.gov, 703-787-1634).




NOAA Briefing on Programmatic Biological Opinion for Corps-
permitted Projects in the Salish Sea Nearshore Environment

On June 29, NOAA Fisheries signed a programmatic biological o P,
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opinion for Corps-permitted activities in the Salish Sea é‘y" 7"%
nearshore environment. The programmatic opinion will be g %
available to be used by most of the approximately 100 pending % §

Puget Sound projects pending Endangered Species Act Section 7
consultation. The programmatic opinion is available on the
NOAA Fisheries website along with other resource materials.
NOAA hosted a briefing on June 29, to inform the public about this programmatic
opinion and the agencies’ work to streamline the review and processing of projects
under this opinion. Speakers included Kim Kratz, Assistant Regional Administrator for
NOAA Fisheries West Coast Region, along with Stacey Jensen from Army Civil Works,
Tunis McElwain, Jason DeRosa, and Beth Coffey from the Army Corps of Engineers,
and Brad Thompson from U.S. Fish and Wildlife.
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Primary key points learned during the briefing included:

e \With current staffing capacity levels, NOAA Fisheries anticipates it will take one
to two more years to clear the backlog of projects in the Puget Sound for those
projects that can utilize the Salish Sea Nearshore Programmatic (SSNP)
consultation.

* NOAA Fisheries could not provide any timeline for clearing the backlog of
individual consultations.

e For new projects, NOAA Fisheries encourages ports and others to make their
projects fit within the SSNP parameters, because again if an individual
consultation is requested, there is no timeline for when it could be completed.

e |f a port project has been waiting in the backlog and attempts to redesign their
project to fit the SSNP, NOAA Fisheries would not guarantee that the port would
not lose their place in line and could potentially start over at the bottom of the
pile.

¢ Although the agencies will be deploying the conservation calculator for use
when determining mitigation requirements for consultations under the SSNP as
well as individual consultations, the calculator tool will not be undergoing any
scientific scrutiny or even peer review until later this fall.

e NOAA Fisheries stated they would be open to alternative models other than the
conservation calculator.

PNWA is strongly encouraging our members to review the SSNP biological opinion,
design criteria, annual action limitations, and the conservation calculator in order to
provide thoughtful and real life examples to share with PNWA and in comments to be
submitted during the conservation calculator peer review. If you have any questions,
contact Dena Horton.
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