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PNWA Announces 2024 Mission to Washington Dates!

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend the PNWA 2024 Mission to
Washington scheduled for:

March 3 – 7, 2024
Mayflower Hotel

1127 Connecticut Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20036

More details on registration, room block reservations, and agenda to come. 

PNWA Staff Visit Western Washington & Puget Sound Members:
"The Baker's Dozen Tour!"

Last month, PNWA President Tom Kammerzell, Executive Director Neil Maunu, and
Government Relations Director Dena Horton embarked on a week-long trek through
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western Washington and Puget Sound. This whirlwind tour took our team through 12
ports plus the Chittenden Locks and meeting with members and partner associations
in under 5 days. And yes, even after all that driving time, Neil still showed up for his
first day in the office the following Monday!

PNWA President Tom Kammerzell made good on his promise to get out and meet with
PNWA members that he hasn’t visited previously. The timing was perfect for Neil to
meet some of our western Washington members before he jumped into his new role.
The mantra of the tour quickly became, “if you’ve seen one port, you’ve seen ONE
port.” It was an amazing opportunity to enjoy and take in the variety and breadth of
experience that our members have – even within one sub-region. 

The warm reception and turnout were overwhelming. We visited staff and commissioners
at the ports of Chehalis, Grays Harbor, Port Townsend, Kingston, Bremerton, Olympia,
Tacoma, Seattle, Everett, Skagit, Anacortes, and Bellingham and also met with the Corps
Seattle District Commander Colonel Sanborn at Chittenden Locks, Washington Public Ports
Association, and Bellingham Cold Storage. We toured boat-building facilities, cold storage
warehouses, marinas, docks, mountain bike tracks, public spaces, shipyards, container
docks, break-bulk docks, and so much more. There really are too many highlights to list, but
we enjoyed tours, presentations, meals, and yes, Tom was even able to drive his first
electric car thanks to Dan Worra at the Port of Anacortes. Dena put together an amazing,
inclusive itinerary!



PNWA staff were able to hear and see first-hand the regulatory and permitting challenges
that our members are experiencing. Ports facing long delays, high project costs with even
higher mitigation costs discussed how the new (proposed) rulemaking and mitigation
calculator NMFS implemented will drive up the cost of projects to make them potentially
nonviable. Walking on breakwaters, docks, and marinas that are literally falling into the
Sound certainly drives home the point that we need thoughtful, supportive, timely, and
streamlined processes to make infrastructure improvements. PNWA staff heard this same
story from almost every member we met. So, again, while every port is different, unique,
and fascinating in its own way, there are common bonds that align our members and drive
PNWA’s focus as we move forward.



Lastly, if you ever see Tom in a Tesla, please watch out!

Thank you again to everyone for your hospitality. Neil is looking forward to visiting
our other members and areas on the Oregon Coast and the east side of the Cascades.

PNWA Congratulates Cary Davis of AAPA

Congratulations to Cary Davis on his selection as the next President and CEO of the
American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA), PNWA has partnered with AAPA on
many Federal advocacy initiatives, participates in regional port association
conversations led by AAPA, and share pertinent information and presentations at
various conferences throughout the year. In recent years, Cary Davis along with Julie
Ufner at the National Waterways Conference, regale the participants of the PNWA
Mission to Washington with their take on federal funding, legislation relevant to ports
and navigation, and the state of politics at the national level. PNWA looks forward to
continuing to grow our partnership with AAPA under Cary’s leadership. 

Chittenden Locks Large Lock Center Miter Gate Closures



On September 15, the Corps Seattle District issued a notice reminding the public that
that large lock center gate replacement at the Chittenden Locks will begin in October.

These busy locks require some aggressive maintenance, particularly to the machinery,
equipment, and large lock center miter gate that are original to the 106-year-old
navigation infrastructure in order to continue serving their purpose into the
future. According to the Corps Notice, “For each closure cycle, the large lock will close
for no more than 30 days and open for 15 days for vessel traffic. The small lock will
remain open during these periods and can pass vessels up to 28 feet wide and 123
feet long.” The anticipated closures and work to be completed are as follows:
                                                                                               
Closure #1   Demolition                                           10/16/2023 - 11/14/2023
Full Chamber Navigation                                          11/15/2023 - 11/29/2023

Closure #2   Concrete Installation                          11/30/2023 - 12/29/2023
Full Chamber Navigation                                          12/30/2023 - 1/13/2024

Closure #3   Additional season 1                              1/14/2024 - 2/12/2024
Full Chamber Navigation                                            2/13/2024 - 10/14/2024

Closure #4 Installing Gates                                        10/15/2024 - 11/13/2024
Full Chamber Navigation                                          11/14/2024 - 11/28/2024

For more information, visit the Corps Seattle District lock closure site. 

NOAA Announces Funding Opportunity for
Climate Resilience Regional Challenge Program

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has released the
Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Climate Resilience Regional Challenge program.
This program offers approximately $575 million in funding from the Inflation
Reduction Act to support collaborative approaches to coastal resilience at regional
scales.

The funding aims to enhance resilience and address climate adaptation in coastal
areas, focusing on extreme weather events (e.g., hurricanes and storm surges) and
long-term climate hazards (e.g., sea-level rise, erosion, heat stress). Projects funded
under the Challenge will prioritize four key areas: risk reduction, regional coordination
and collaboration, equity and inclusion, and enduring capacity. By integrating NOAA's
scientific expertise with on-the-ground efforts, the program aims to ensure equitable
access for underserved communities.

For detailed information about the NOAA Climate Resilience Regional Challenge
program, interested parties are encouraged to visit the official program website.

https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Releases/Article/3520889/large-lock-center-gate-replacement-at-chittenden-locks-begins-october-2023/
https://www.nws.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Locks-and-Dams/Chittenden-Locks/Closures/
https://coast.noaa.gov/funding/ira/resilience-challenge/


Due Dates: For the letter of intent: Monday, August 21, 2023. For the full
application: Tuesday, Feb 13, 2024.

The program consists of two distinct funding tracks. Track one, with a budget of $25
million, supports Regional Collaborative Building and Strategy Development, which
aims to lay the foundation for future resilience efforts. Track two, with a budget of
$550 million, focuses on the Implementation of Resilience and Adaptation Actions to
address climate challenges.

Potential applicants are advised to review the eligibility criteria provided in section
III.A. of the funding opportunity and evaluate the alignment between their project
objectives and the program's goals, as outlined in section I.A. of the opportunity.

This funding opportunity provides communities and organizations with the chance to
strengthen their resilience and mitigate the impacts of climate change on coastal
regions. By leveraging this funding and aligning their projects with the program's
objectives, applicants can contribute to a more resilient and sustainable future.

For further updates and detailed information, please visit the NOAA Climate
Resilience Regional Challenge website or the following NOFO.

REGISTER TODAY!

Join us for the 2023 PNWA
Annual Convention in
Vancouver!

Make plans today to join us for our
highly anticipated Annual Convention,
taking place at the Hilton Hotel in
Vancouver, Washington, from
October 11-13th.

Click here to learn more!
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