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Virtual Regional Meetings

Thank you to all our members, industry partners, Federal Agencies, and
Congressional staff who attended the Regional Meetings. If you missed
the Virtual Meetings, we have recorded each of the meetings and the
videos are available for your review.

Click here to go to see the recordings: https://www.pnwa.net/events-
2/2024-regional-meetings/regional-recordings/

PNWA Regional Meeting Recordings

AAPA's Cary Davis Columbia River Tour
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PNWA members and staff recently hosted Cary Davis, President and CEO of The
American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA). Lower river ports (Vancouver,
Kalama, and Longview) along with WPPA, CRSOA and the bar pilots escorted
Cary upriver to Bonneville Dam and out to the mouth of the Columbia to highlight
the amazing infrastructure that enables over $27B of freight to transit the River
System every year. Special thanks to the US Army Corps of Engineers for their great
facts and presentation!

We thank AAPA and Cary for their partnership. Click here to learn more:
https://www.aapa-ports.org/

McNary Dam Tour

https://www.aapa-ports.org/


PNWA and Congressional staff had the privilege to tour McNary Dam with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers during the extended lock closure. It was our pleasure to
meet the dedicated Corps staff and marvel at their dedication to maintaining this
vital infrastructure. Thank you to the Corps for giving us this inside peek and
ensuring our Congressional delegation is kept apprised of progress!

 To learn more, tune into the Walla Walla District's weekly project updates on
Thursdays at 10:00am at https://usace1.webex.com/meet/kenneth.e.koebberling. These
weekly updates will occur until March 28, 2024. 

To learn more about McNary Dam and others in the USACE's Walla Walla District
visit: https://www.nww.usace.army.mil/

PNWA Advocating for you in DC
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This month, a concerted effort to highlight the Columbia Snake River System's
pivotal role in America's supply chain was undertaken on Capitol Hill. Anthony
Peña of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA) joined forces with
key industry stakeholders — including Michelle Hennings of the Washington
Association of Wheat (WAWG), Jeremy Nielsen of the Columbia River Pilots, Leslie
Druffel of the McGregor Company, Scott Corbitt of the Port of Lewiston, and Kurt
Miller of the Northwest Public Power Association. The delegation, coordinated by
Hennings, conducted productive discussions with fourteen congressional offices
and the Department of Agriculture, advocating for the comprehensive benefits of
the river system's eight federal dams and locks.

During these meetings, the importance of these infrastructures was emphasized,
underscoring their significant contribution to transportation networks, supply chain
efficiency, and agricultural economies, both regionally and nationally. The group
actively presented the vital need for continuing investment and congressional
oversight in sustaining and enhancing these federal projects. Their advocacy
addressed the dam's multifarious values, including salmon recovery and habitat
restoration—efforts showing tangible progress.

Our primary ask was for bipartisan collaboration to oversee ongoing
appropriations processes and the development of future Water Resources
Development Acts (WRDA). Each office responded encouragingly, with offices
expressing their willingness to work together through bipartisan congressional
oversight. We will work to keep you updated on this and other advocacy efforts
by PNWA and our membership and allies. 

2024 MCC Winter Event and
​Old Salt Celebration

Please join the Maritime Commerce Club on
​Thursday, February 29, 2024 at 5:30 PM



Visit MCC to register for the event

Career Opportunities!!

The region has a variety of career opportunities
available.

Please check them out!

The East Columbia Basin Irrigation District
Staff Engineers and Project Engineers, Othello, WA

TET & Recruiting
Port Captain, Marine Division, Wilsonville, OR
Port Engineer, Marine Division, Wilsonville, OR
Risk Manager, Marine Division, Wilsonville, OR

BOEM Finalizes Wind Energy Areas in Oregon

Areas hold 2.4 gigawatts of clean renewable energy
potential

On Feb. 14, 2024, BOEM published a notice in the
Federal Register announcing its intent to prepare an
environmental assessment of potential impacts from
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offshore wind leasing in the WEAs. The notice will initiate a 30-day public comment
period. Another public comment period would occur if BOEM decides to move
forward with a lease sale in either of the WEAs.
Read more here: https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/state-
activities/oregon-wind-energy-areas

In addition to engaging with the State, Tribes, coastal communities and ocean
users, BOEM partnered with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration’s National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science (NCCOS) to assess
opportunities for wind energy development and reduce or avoid impacts on other
important ocean uses in Oregon. The agencies developed a comprehensive,
ecosystem-based ocean planning model that leverages the best available data
on natural resources, ocean industries like fisheries and energy production, and
areas of national security activities to identify areas with high wind energy
resource potential and fewer potential impacts to other ocean users and sensitive
environmental resources.

Read more here: https://www.boem.gov/newsroom/press-releases/boem-
finalizes-wind-energy-areas-oregon

Port of Portland: Container Business Updates

The Port of Portland is hosting a series of community
meetings with shippers and other stakeholders across

the state to discuss what's next for marine container operations at Terminal 6.

Please join the Port of Portland at an in-person community meeting near you this
March. Your ideas, opinions and experiences are valued, and they hope to see
you there.

Given the strategic nature of container services for the state and the clear benefit
for Oregon businesses, the Port has endured financial losses year after year so the
terminal would remain available for importers and exporters – but this practice has
never been financially sustainable. The Port hopes to hear from the community to
explore every possible option to maintain container services, including seeking
state funding, negotiating rate increases with carriers, and seeking a third-party
terminal operator for a long-term lease.  

Read more here: https://portofportland.com/containerbusinessupdates

Port of Port Townsend receives $2.3 million grant

Congratulations to the Port of Port Townsend for its
recently received $2.3 million grant from the U.S.
Department of Commerce. will allow the Port of Port
Townsend to purchase a new boat hoist, in addition to
retaining at least 171 jobs and attracting $12 million in

private investment, according to Port Executive Director Eron Berg and U.S. Sen.
Maria Cantwell (D-WA), chair of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

While the grant comes from the DOC’s Economic Development Administration
and is set to be matched with $586,459 in local funds, Berg said that the number of
jobs retained and private dollars of investment generated by this grant were
estimates by the port’s tenants with input from the Port Townsend Shipwrights Co-
Op, Haven Boatworks, the Shop Co-Op and ACI Boats.

Read more here: https://www.ptleader.com/stories/port-of-port-townsend-
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M-84 Corridor Workshop

​Thursday, May 6, 2024 from 8:00 am to 3:30 pm

Click here to register for M-84

Revised Lock Closure Schedule

For the Hiram M. Chittenden Locks, the Seattle District of the
Corps of Engineers announced the large locks reopened two
days ahead of schedule on December 28, 2023. A temporary
marine fender has been installed as the center miter gates
were removed. Mariners are advised to operate at extremely
low speed 2.5 knots or less, follow all Tower and lock operator

instructions, and to exercise extreme caution entering and exiting the large lock
chamber. The large lock miter center gate will close to vessel traffic on January 14,
2024 at 12:01 AM and remain closed until February 12, 2024. It is anticipated that
this will be the last large lock closure until mid-October 2024 when the new gates
will be installed. For more information about the Chittenden Locks closure and
navigation schedule information, click here.

For the Columbia Snake River System, the Portland District of the Corps of Engineers
announced that the scheduled closure for the John Day Lock and Dam will close
one day earlier than previously stated. Currently, all other lock outage schedules
remain the same. As a reminder, the extended lock closure schedule is as follows:
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