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Inland Ports and Navigation Group Applauds President’s 
Executive Action to Rescind MOU Regarding Columbia 

Snake River System 
 

Portland, OR — The Inland Ports & Navigation Group (IPNG) supports President Trump’s 
executive action today to rescind the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the six 
sovereigns regarding the management of the Columbia Snake River system. 

“The MOU put our region on a path toward breaching the 4 lower Snake River dams, failing to 
consider the devastating economic impact such action would have on the region and the vital 
role that the river system plays in supporting the Pacific Northwest and national economy", said 
IPNG Co-Chair, Leslie Druffel of the McGregor Company.  "We'd like to thank our congressional 
advocates, including Representatives Baumgartner (5th-WA), Bentz (2nd-OR), Newhouse (4th-
WA), and Fulcher (1st-ID) as well as Senators Crapo (ID) and Risch (ID) for the continuous 
support for reliable and efficient navigation on the river system.” 

President Trump’s decision to rescind the MOU is a significant step towards ensuring the 
continued prosperity of the Pacific Northwest. The Columbia Snake River system is a critical 
transportation route for the region, as well as for agriculture producers in the upper Midwest, 
supporting tens of thousands of jobs and contributing billions of dollars to the economy each 
year. It is the largest wheat export gateway in the U.S. 

"Dams and salmon can co-exist," said IPNG Co-Chair Patrick Harbison, of the Port of Kalama 
(WA). "In fact, salmon runs have actually increased since the construction of the dams due to 
state-of-the-art bypass systems and fish ladders that were installed at each of the dams on the 
system." 
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Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (of which IPNG is a part) Executive Director Neil 
Maunu stated, "The divisive issue of dam breaching has prevented the type of partnerships 
necessary to work together on productive strategies and actions to improve salmon 
populations for the benefit of all Pacific Northwest residents."  IPNG supports a comprehensive 
approach to salmon recovery in the region that focuses on projects that truly benefit salmon, 
such as reintroduction above Grand Coulee, habitat access and restoration, predator 
abatement, toxics reduction, and hatchery improvements. "We can have salmon and a robust 
economy at the same time", said Maunu. 

 

 

For reference, the Official Presidential Memo:   https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-
actions/2025/06/stopping-radical-environmentalism-to-generate-power-for-the-columbia-river-
basin/ 

Fact Sheet:  https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/06/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-
trump-stops-the-green-agenda-in-the-columbia-river-basin/ 

 

## End ## 

The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) is comprised of ports, farmers, pilots, 
transportation companies, terminals and water resources stakeholders who work to 
balance economic prosperity with environmental stewardship. They strive to protect 
inland navigation, hydropower, irrigation on the Columbia Snake River System, while 
supporting a healthy environment and robust fish runs in the Northwest. IPNG is a subset 
of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), a broad regional trade group 
representing over 150 members from Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Columbia 
Snake River system is a vital transportation link for the states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon 
and Washington. The economies of these four states rely on the trade and commerce 
that flows up and down this critical commercial gateway. The inland portion of the 
system is a 360-mile long “water highway” from the Portland/Vancouver area to 
Lewiston, Idaho. It moves approximately 4.7 million tons of commercial cargo each 
year. The eight navigation locks and associated 14-foot inland channel are vital 
components to this river system, and significant assets to the nation’s navigation 
infrastructure.  

 Learn more at www.pnwa.net. 
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