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Columbia Snake River System 2026 Spring 
Maintenance Closure 

On September 5, the Portland District of the Corps 
of Engineers announced the 2026 Spring 
maintenance closure dates for the Bonneville, John 
Day, and The Dalles Locks and Dams. On 
September 24, the Walla Walla District released the 
2026 maintenance closure dates for the McNary, 
Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little Goose, and 
Lower Granite Locks and Dams.  PNWA has 
combined the information into a consolidated 
schedule below.   

2026 Spring Lock Maintenance Closure Schedule 

 
PNWA appreciates the intense maintenance work 
which will be performed by the Corps during this 
coordinated closure in order to prevent unplanned 
closures throughout the year. PNWA also 
appreciates the communication from the Corps 
and will continue to share information with our 
members as we receive it. 

To view the Portland District notice to navigation 
interests, click here. 
To view the Walla Walla District notice to navigation 
interests, click here. 
To view the consolidated closure schedule, click 
here. 

 

Chittenden Locks (Ballard Locks) Lock Closure 
Schedule 

 
On September 24, the Seattle District of the Corps 
announced the current lock closure schedule for 
November 2025 as well as the projected lock 
maintenance closures for 2026, 2027, and 2028. The 

Seattle District will complete large lock 
maintenance in the fall and small lock 
maintenance in the spring. 

PNWA will continue to communicate information as 
we receive it. For questions or concerns related to 
the annual maintenance closures, contact Michael 
Hand, Lock Master at Hiram M. Chittenden Locks 
via email or call 206-297-9754. To view the 
Chittenden Locks annual maintenance projected 
closure announcement, click here. 

 

MARAD Updates 

 
MTSNAC Nominations 

The Department of Transportation is now seeking 
member nominations for the U.S. Maritime 
Transportation System National Advisory Committee 
(MTSNAC). For details about submission guidelines, 
please view the Federal Register Notice 

Nominations must be received before October 17, 
2025. Qualified individuals may self-nominate or be 
nominated by any individual or organization. Past 
members of the Committee are welcome to apply. 

EPA Grant Competition Process Webinar 
Wednesday, October 22, 2025: 1:00-2:00 p.m. ET 

The EPA is hosting a webinar for assistance 
agreement (grant) applicants and recipients. 
During the webinar, EPA staff will review key aspects 
of EPA’s grants processes and requirements, and 
you will have the opportunity to submit questions. 
You must register in advance for the webinar using 
the link provided below. This webinar is intended to 
help grant applicants learn how to find and 
successfully apply for competitive EPA grants. The 
EPA will also provide an overview of the 
competition process from application through 
evaluation and selection. Please view here: Register 
here 

 

https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NWP-2026-Portland-Annual-Navigation-Lock-Maintenance-Outage.pdf
https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2026-Spring-Lock-Maintenance-Closure-Schedule.pdf
https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NWW-2026-Walla-Walla-Annual-Navigation-Lock-Maintenance-Outage.pdf
https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/NWW-2026-Walla-Walla-Annual-Navigation-Lock-Maintenance-Outage.pdf
https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Chittenden-Locks-Annual-Maintenance-Projected-Closure-Schedule.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/09/17/2025-18006/us-maritime-transportation-system-national-advisory-committee-mtsnac
https://epa.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44559c1baf13258a6defcb2f1&id=e7ce1527bb&e=a8b702068e
https://epa.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=44559c1baf13258a6defcb2f1&id=e7ce1527bb&e=a8b702068e
https://harborindustrial.com/
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Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for Hazard 
Mitigation Grant 

 
Oregon Department of Emergency Management 
(OEM) is pleased to announce a new Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for Hazard Mitigation 
Grant Program DR-4854-OR. Eligible jurisdictions are 
encouraged to submit pre-applications to the 
mitigation team 
at oem.hazardmitigation@oem.oregon.gov.  

OEM’s dedicated Mitigation Post Disaster team can 
assist if you are new to Hazard Mitigation Grants or 
need additional support. Below is a summary of the 
declared disaster and amounts available under this 
grant round.  

When submitting 
to oem.hazardmitigation@oem.oregon.gov, 
ensure “HMGP-4854” is in the subject line. Pre-
applications to be considered for this grant round 
must be submitted no later than October 3, 2025 

Applicant briefings will be held 

• September 25, 10:00 am 
Teams Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 254 902 045 839 8 
Passcode: 5336Fn3G 

 
 

FY2026 Energy & Water Bill — House Passage & 
What’s Next 

On September 4, the U.S. House passed the FY2026 
Energy & Water bill (214–213), including $9.883B for 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (notably $6.14B 
O&M, $2.555B Construction, $396.8M IWTF, $3.473B 
HMTF). While overall funding exceeds the 
President’s request, several Northwest construction, 
study, and maintenance needs remain unfunded or 
underfunded. The bill now moves to the Senate; a 
Continuing Resolution may be needed by 
September 30, 2025 to avoid a shutdown. 

Regional notes: $30.05M for Columbia River Fish 
Mitigation and line-item O&M for key locks/dams 
and harbors, plus discretionary “pots” for navigation 
that could help the Northwest. PNWA has updated 
our Supported Corps Project Matrix and will 
continue advocating for inclusion in the FY26 Work 
Plan. 

Get the full breakdown, project-by-project details, 
and links to the bill, report, and committee summary 
on our website. Click HERE 

 

Washington Department of Ecology Shoreline 
Management Act Rulemaking 

The Washington State Department of Ecology is 
revising Shoreline Management Act rules regarding 
local government management of shorelines of 
lakes, rivers, and the coast of the state. The agency 
will be holding a series of open houses to provide 
information about the draft rules and provide 
opportunities for questions and answers. The virtual 
open houses are held from 6:00pm to 7:00pm 
Pacific and will be held on the following dates: 
• October 21 
• November 18 
• December 16 
An information session was held on June 25 to 
highlight the topics that are proposed for addition 
or changes in the rules. If you have topic 
suggestions or questions for the Ecology team to 
address during the session, contact them in 
advance of the open house you plan to attend at 
SMArulemaking@ecy.wa.gov. 
To register for the open houses, click here. 
To read the summary of the draft rules, click here. 
For more information about the Shoreline 
Management Act rulemaking, click here. 

 

mailto:oem.hazardmitigation@oem.oregon.gov
mailto:oem.hazardmitigation@oem.oregon.gov
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NmYxMDgyZjgtNjM5Yy00ZWUwLTliM2QtNjExNTA5NzkzNDM4%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext=%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%2522aa3f6932-fa7c-47b4-a0ce-a598cad161cf%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522452248c5-195c-43c0-b2a4-19ca49be41b7%2522%257d/1/010001995e7b788d-a614d771-7235-484f-b8b2-601ced7da197-000000/iZoHDSVeYmdvU9jIGfmK3iQQrYOumjC0XS08J8mp130=423
https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/25.09.09-House-Approp-FY2026-1.pdf
https://wheatlife.org/keeping-the-river-highway-open/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMe0iNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHvoHqFKe0fdVSnEHsdCNGpIEIUM5LXjKFjClyaC5MjOwflNwM636a1b_WJLD_aem_77Z18XZNYNytfiARdGFO4g
https://wheatlife.org/keeping-the-river-highway-open/?fbclid=IwY2xjawMe0iNleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHvoHqFKe0fdVSnEHsdCNGpIEIUM5LXjKFjClyaC5MjOwflNwM636a1b_WJLD_aem_77Z18XZNYNytfiARdGFO4g
http://youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=SlrrhniRWfU
https://waecy-wa-gov.zoom.us/meeting/register/GSFb4o01TryJvdvFWmX3sg?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://www.google.com/url?sa=D&q=https://ecology.wa.gov/getattachment/f2b3c183-18dc-4e5e-89d8-33649798599e/Summary-of-Preliminary-Rule-Amendments-by-Topic.pdf&ust=1758824580000000&usg=AOvVaw1OO__wc6idtiIdFQ6ha3dp&hl=en&source=gmail
https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Washington-Department-of-Ecology-Shoreline-Management-Act-Rulemaking.pdf
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South Jetty Rehabilitation Completed 

 
PNWA was proud to join the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Rep. Suzanne Bonamici, and regional 
partners to celebrate the completion of the South 
Jetty rehabilitation at the mouth of the Columbia 
River. 

First built in 1895, the jetties now guide over $24 
billion in cargo safely through one of the Pacific’s 
most dangerous stretches. The $233 million project, 
extends the working life of the South Jetty 
for decades.  PNWA is pleased to see all three 
jetties to reliable condition for the first time in 
decades. 

“These structures are vital to supporting the nation’s 
largest wheat export gateway,” said PNWA 
Executive Director Neil Maunu. “Maintaining them 
preserves past investments and creates future 
opportunities for growth.” 

READ MORE 

 

PNWA Attends National Waterways Conference 
Annual Meeting 

 
PNWA was pleased to attend the National 
Waterways Conference (NWC) Annual Meeting this 
fall, where we gained valuable insights and 
strengthened connections with partners from across 

the country. NWC is the nation’s only organization 
dedicated to advocating for America’s water 
resources infrastructure, bringing together federal, 
state, and industry leaders to advance this critical 
work. 

The Annual Meeting is recognized for its thought-
provoking programs and distinguished speakers, 
including past participation from Cabinet officials, 
Governors, Congressional leaders, and industry 
experts. This year’s event once again delivered 
engaging presentations, panel discussions, and 
networking opportunities—providing PNWA with 
fresh perspectives to support our members and the 
region. 

 

PNWA Tour of Dredge Oregon 

 
Government Relations Manager, Megan 
McKibben, had the opportunity to participate in a 
tour of the Dredge Oregon led by the Port of 
Portland. It was a packed morning in Westport, 
Oregon, beginning with a ride to the Dredge and 
tour of the engine, chart and lever room followed 
by a ride to the inland disposal site. On the way, 
passing 2 miles worth of pipe. At the disposal site 
the operators of the dozers demonstrated how they 
manipulate the pipe to discharge the dredge 
material strategically with switches to avoid turning 
off the Dredge completely and having to wait a full 
hour before restarting operations. The operators are 
so skilled they can pull pipes together without even 
stepping foot outside their dozer. Much 
appreciation to the Port of Portland for taking the 
time to educate folks involved in the river system on 
this important role the Port plays. 

 

https://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/Media/News-Stories/Article/4294461/usace-completes-south-jetty-repairs-concludes-decade-long-mouth-of-columbia-riv/
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PNWA Attends Merchants Exchange Annual Open 
House 

 
PNWA was glad to attend the Merchants Exchange 
Annual Open House & Bocce Tournament. We 
enjoyed meeting new people, reconnecting with 
old friends, great conversations, and delicious food. 
While we didn’t play bocce ourselves, we had fun 
cheering on the competition from the sidelines. And 
after winning big in last year’s raffle, we sat this one 
out—but it was exciting to see so many attendees 
take part in supporting a great cause.  

 

PNWA Joins MCC for the Harbor Splash 

 
PNWA was pleased to join members and friends of 
the Maritime Commerce Club for their annual 
Harbor Splash aboard the Willamette Star. Under 
clear skies, guests enjoyed a stunning sunset cruise 
with plenty of food, drinks, raffle prizes, and great 
conversation. We enjoyed the networking and look 
forward to next year’s gathering! 

 

ILWU Washington District Council meeting 

PNWA Executive Director, Neil Maunu, attended 
the ILWU (International Longshore and Warehouse 
Union) Washington District Council meeting on 
September 3rd at Local 4 in Vancouver, WA. The 
WA District ILWU, longstanding members of PNWA, 
invited Neil to provide their leadership an overview 
of PNWA and give a status update on PNWA’s 
efforts here and back in D.C. The 20 or so ILWU 
leaders were engaged, asking many questions and 
providing some great feedback. We covered a 

wide variety of topics including WRDA, Columbia 
River Treaty, Lower Snake River Dams, USTR Section 
301, Trade Policy, Dredging, and more!  It’s always 
great when PNWA can update members, and 
have productive two-way dialogue. Thanks for the 
great conversation!  

 

Out of Focus Conference by Oregonians for Food 
and Shelter 

 
Recently, Executive Director Neil Maunu and 
Government Relations Manager Megan McKibben 
attended the Out of Focus conference, an annual 
event hosted this year by Oregonians for Food and 
Shelter (OFS).  OFS is a nonprofit that advocates for 
modern agricultural tools like pesticides, fertilizers, 
and biotechnology. The conference brought 
together agri-business representatives from several 
states, including Mississippi, Oklahoma, Florida, 
Minnesota, and Colorado. Neil and Megan joined 
participants on a tour of Bonneville Dam to highlight 
how vital river navigation is to the agriculture 
industry.  At the end of the tour, Neil addressed the 
group on the crucial role the inland river system 
plays as a gateway for moving products like 
fertilizers and grain to the rest of the world, and how 
reliable marine highway 84 is for the region and the 
entire country. PNWA is appreciative to Katie 
Murray, executive director of OFS, for inviting 
navigation to the table.  

 

Port of Edmonds names Brandon Baker as Executive 
Director 

PNWA congratulates our member, the Port of 
Edmonds, on the appointment of Brandon Baker as 
Executive Director. Since joining the Port in 2020, 

https://www.pdxmex.com/scholarship/
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Baker has held key leadership roles including 
Marina Manager, Director of Marina Operations, 
and Deputy Executive Director. He has also served 
as Acting Executive Director since May. 

With over two decades of marina management 
and marketing experience, as well as multiple 
industry certifications from the Association of Marina 
Industries, Baker brings both expertise and proven 
leadership. The Port Commission commended his 
dedicated service and expressed confidence in his 
ability to lead upcoming initiatives such as 
infrastructure renewal, long-range planning, and 
environmental stewardship. 

PNWA looks forward to working with Brandon in his 
new role and congratulates the Port of Edmonds on 
this important leadership transition. Read the full 
Press Release HERE. 

 

Career Opportunities 

 
Executive Director 

Closing Date: Sept 26, 20225 

As the Executive you will serve as principal interface 
between the Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots and 
State licensed pilots, and among industry 
stakeholders including the shipping industry, 
environmental community, state and federal 
government regulatory agencies, contractors, and 
the public.  

READ MORE 

 
Industrial Park Manager 

AgReserves, Inc. is seeking an Industrial Park 
Manager to be responsible for leading the 

planning, development, and operations of land, 
infrastructure, and building assets pursuant to the 
company’s Industrial Park strategy.  

READ MORE 

 
Chief Executive Officer 

The Chief Executive Officer provides direction and 
management promoting the mission, vision, values 
and strategic goals of the Port of Longview. 

READ MORE 

The Chief Executive Officer provides direction and 
management promoting the mission, vision, values 
and strategic goals of the Port of Longview. 

READ MORE 

 
Executive Director 

Closing Date: Sept 26, 20225 

As the Executive you will serve as principal interface 
between the Oregon Board of Maritime Pilots and 
State licensed pilots, and among industry 
stakeholders including the shipping industry, 
environmental community, state and federal 
government regulatory agencies, contractors, and 
the public.  

READ MORE 

 

https://portofedmonds.gov/commission-names-brandon-baker-as-executive-director/
https://oregon.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/SOR_External_Career_Site/job/Portland--OBMP/Executive-Director_REQ-186265-1
https://oregon.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/SOR_External_Career_Site/job/Portland--OBMP/Executive-Director_REQ-186265-1
https://careers.agreserves.com/jobdetail/1974
https://careers.agreserves.com/jobdetail/1974
https://www.portoflongview.com/170/Careers
https://www.portoflongview.com/DocumentCenter/View/4212/2025-CEO-Employment-Ad
https://www.portoflongview.com/DocumentCenter/View/4212/2025-CEO-Employment-Ad
https://oregon.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/SOR_External_Career_Site/job/Portland--OBMP/Executive-Director_REQ-186265-1
https://oregon.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/SOR_External_Career_Site/job/Portland--OBMP/Executive-Director_REQ-186265-1
https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/Pages/index.aspx
https://careers.agreserves.com/jobdetail/1974
https://www.portoflongview.com/170/Careers
https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/Pages/index.aspx

