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IPNG Voices Concerns Over  
Preliminary Injunction 

 
Vancouver, WA –The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) today voiced serious 
concerns over preliminary injunction motions filed by the National Wildlife Foundation 
(NWF) and State of Oregon to increase spill operations at the eight Lower Snake River 
and Columbia River Dams as well as to change the operating level of the reservoirs 
behind the dams.  IPNG has consistently sounded the alarm that operational changes 
such as this can disproportionately hurt navigation, resulting in disruptions in the flow of 
commerce that has a highly destructive impact on our communities and economy. 
“This injunction is short sighted; increasing spill comes at an incredibly steep cost to 
navigation, freight movement, agriculture and the communities dependent on this river 
system,” said Executive Director Neil Maunu.   
 
Increasing spill creates unpredictable river conditions for lock operations, threatening 
the safety of employees and passengers on barge and cruise vessels. These conditions 
compromise irrigation infrastructure and forces river freight onto already congested rail 
and highway routes. Transferring goods off the river will increase greenhouse gas 
emissions and raise traffic safety issues on our roadways. “We cannot afford risking 
safety to life, pitting fish against farmers or the climate against transportation” said co-
chair Patrick Harbison.  
 
Plaintiffs are forcing people to trade safety, reliability, and the climate against a highly 
debated strategy of increasing spill on a system that already sees a high percentage of 
fish survival rates through the dams.   
 
In response to this latest action, IPNG is prepared to continue its role as a defendant-
intervenor to support the findings of the 2020 Columbia River System Operations 
Biological Opinion and Record of Decision. IPNG will continue to advocate for a 
balanced solution reached by all stakeholders, rather than the plaintiffs’ myopic 
approach called for in this request for injunction.   
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The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) is comprised of ports, farmers, pilots, transportation 
companies, terminals and water resources stakeholders who work to balance economic 
prosperity with environmental stewardship. They strive to protect inland navigation, hydropower, 
irrigation on the Columbia Snake River System, while supporting a healthy environment and 
robust fish runs in the Northwest.  
 
IPNG is a subset of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), a broad regional trade 
group representing over 150 members from Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Columbia 
Snake River system is a vital transportation link for the states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon and 
Washington. The economies of these four states rely on the trade and commerce that flows up 
and down this critical commercial gateway.  
 
The inland portion of the system is a 360-mile long “water highway” from the 
Portland/Vancouver area to Lewiston, Idaho. It moves approximately 4.7 million tons of 
commercial cargo each year. The eight navigation locks and associated 14-foot inland channel 
are vital components to this river system, and significant assets to the nation’s navigation 
infrastructure.  
 
Learn more at www.pnwa.net. 
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