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PNWA Announces  
2025 Award Winners 

 
VANCOUVER, WA - The Pacific Northwest Waterways Association presents its 2025 
Walter H. Evans Memorial Award, Distinguished Service Awards, and Golden Anchor 
Award during its Annual Convention Oct 14, 2025. 
 

PNWA Honors Tom Kammerzell with the  
2025 Walter H. Evans Memorial Award 

 
The Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA) proudly announces Tom 
Kammerzell, Commissioner of the Port of Whitman County, as the recipient of the 2025 
Walter H. Evans Memorial Award. This distinguished honor recognizes outstanding 
contributions to the Northwest’s maritime community, exceptional leadership, and 
mentorship of PNWA members and colleagues. 
 
Established in 2018, the Walter H. Evans Memorial Award pays tribute to the legacy of 
Walt Evans—a mentor to countless PNWA members and staff whose example of 
service, outreach, and collaboration continues to inspire the association today 
 
Commissioner Kammerzell’s decades of public service reflect those same ideals. 
Elected as the youngest member of the Colfax City Council in 1987, he went on to 
serve in multiple leadership roles, including on the Whitman County Conservation 
Board, the Washington Education Association, and the Farmland Preservation 
Committee of the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office. Since 2012, 
he has served as a Port of Whitman County Commissioner, overseeing significant 
investments in broadband expansion, port infrastructure, and industrial development 
that have strengthened the regional economy. 
 
A longtime leader within PNWA, Commissioner Kammerzell has served as Treasurer, 
Senior Vice President, and President, following his tenure as Chair of the Inland Ports 
and Navigation Group. His advocacy for the Columbia–Snake River System and his 
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dedication to fair, collaborative policy has made him a respected voice for navigation, 
trade, and rural communities across the Pacific Northwest. 
 
Known for signing off each conversation with “Onward and Upward!,” Commissioner 
Kammerzell embodies optimism, integrity, and the spirit of progress—hallmarks of the 
Walter H. Evans legacy. 
 
“Tom exemplifies the leadership, integrity, and commitment to collaboration that define 
Walt Evans’ legacy,” said PNWA Executive Director Neil Maunu. “His decades of 
service—both within PNWA and across the Pacific Northwest—have strengthened our 
industry, advanced fair and effective policies, and inspired those around him to lead 
with purpose and optimism. We are proud to honor his lasting impact on our waterways 
and communities.” 
 
 

PNWA Honors Regional Leaders for  
the Distinguished Service Award 

 
The Distinguished Service Award honors individuals whose leadership and dedication 
have significantly advanced PNWA’s priorities, projects, and policies. Nominees are 
recognized not only for their contributions to the broader maritime industry and 
Northwest economy, but also for their active involvement in PNWA—including 
committee participation, event engagement, and support for organizational initiatives. 
Their efforts demonstrate a lasting impact on PNWA’s mission, strengthening both 
member organizations and the regional maritime community. 

 
Laura Gurley 

Port of Everett 
 

Tabitha Reeder 
Port of Kalama 

 
Scott Corbitt 

Port of Lewiston 
 

Matt Harris 
Washington State Potato Commission 

 
Richard Vincent 
Port of Portland 

 
“These awards honor members whose leadership and commitment have strengthened 
PNWA’s mission and advanced key priorities across the region,” said PNWA Executive 
Director Neil Maunu. “We are proud to recognize their dedication, collaboration, and 
service to both our association and the greater Pacific Northwest maritime community.” 
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PNWA Honors Regional Leaders with  
the Golden Anchor Award 

 
The Golden Anchor Award honors PNWA members who have demonstrated years of 
dedicated involvement and made significant contributions to the maritime industry. As 
they move into the next chapter of their lives, this recognition celebrates their lasting 
impact on the PNWA community and the broader maritime network, reflecting a 
legacy of leadership, commitment, and service that continues to strengthen our 
region’s waterways. 

 
Beth Coffey, Program Director, US Army Corps of Engineers Northwestern Division 

 
Adam Fulton, Chief Operating Officer, Port of Longview 

 
Dan Stahl, Executive Director, Port of Longview 

 
Jack Burkman, Commissioner, Port of Vancouver, USA 

 
Jean Ryckman, Commissioner, Port of Pasco 

 
Jerry Klemm, Commissioner, Port of Lewiston 

 
John Akre, Marine Director, Port of Portland 

 
Julie Rawls, Community Relations Manager, Port of Vancouver, USA 

 
Randy Lewis, Director of Health, Safety & Environment, Port of Grays Harbor 

 
Randy Sweet, Commissioner, Port of Kalama 

 
“These honorees represent the best of PNWA—individuals whose leadership, 
collaboration, and dedication have strengthened both our organization and the 
region’s maritime community,” said PNWA Executive Director Neil Maunu. “Their 
commitment to advancing navigation, trade, and environmental stewardship leaves a 
lasting legacy that will continue to guide our work for years to come.” 
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PNWA Announces 2025-2026 Officers 
 
PNWA members also elected the association’s officers for 2025-2026 during an Oct. 16 
general membership meeting here: 
 

President 
Paula Miranda 
Port of Newport 

 
Vice President 

Patrick Harbison 
Port of Kalama 

 
Treasurer 

Kayla Dunlap 
Port of Grays Harbor 

 
“PNWA’s advocacy for our economy and environment continues as it has for 90 years, 
and we have an extremely talented and motivated group of officers committed to 
supporting that work as we look to the future,” Maunu said. 
 
 

### 
 
PNWA is a non-profit trade association that advocates federal policies and funding in 
support of regional economic and environmental sustainability. PNWA represents over 
150 public ports, navigation, transportation, trade, tourism, agriculture, forest products, 
energy and local government interests in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. Learn more 
at www.pnwa.net. 
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