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Government Shutdown Continues 
Potential Impacts to Corps Funding 
 

In a social media post on October 17, Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Director Russell 
Vought announced a pause on $11 billion for some of the Corps of Engineers projects and 
consideration of cancellation of those projects. The post noted additional information would be 
forthcoming. 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Funding 
Following the OMB Director's social media post, the American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) 
recently stated that, “While the full scope of the pause remains unclear, reports indicate that 
navigation, dredging, and coastal infrastructure investments in several port regions could be 
affected.” It appears the definitive OMB list of projects is subject to change and OMB has not yet 
provided a list to Congressional or Committee staff. Committee staff are aware of the issue and 
seeking additional information. 

 

If PNWA Members receive notification that your Corps project has been cancelled, changed, or put 
on hold, please share this information with PNWA staff and AAPA staff as soon as possible. It is 
important to have a unified understanding of the landscape and messaging to Congressional offices. 
Please contact John Bressler at AAPA and Dena Horton at PNWA. 

 

Federal Agency Staffing Levels 
Due to the lapse in federal appropriations, federal agencies had to implement staffing contingency 
plans. Staff that are considered essential continue to work, albeit without pay. Here is what we know, 
so far: 

 

Corps of Engineers – Many of the Corps of Engineers staff are still working, particularly those who are 
contracted to particular projects.  
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NOAA – The bulk of the staff that process biological opinions for permitting consultations are currently 
furloughed with only essential personnel still working. As a result permits may be delayed. 

 

U.S. State Department – As we understand it, the majority of staff work for a week and are furloughed 
for a week. This allows all offices to continue forward and critical projects to continue without major 
disruptions.  

 

Congressional Staff – It is up to each individual Congressional office how they wish to handle staffing 
during the shutdown. Many Congressional staff in the Pacific Northwest are able to work in some 
capacity. However, it seems travel outside of their home office may be extremely limited.  

 

CRSO EIS Litigation Update 
On September 12, the Court granted the request for a lifting of the stay in litigation filed by the 
plaintiffs, National Wildlife Federation, and the intervener-plaintiffs, the State of Oregon. This opened 
the door for the plaintiffs to file a motion for preliminary injunction relief, which occurred on October 
14. In the motion, the plaintiffs request several actions be taken including providing continuous 24-
hour spill during the fall and winter spill seasons at all eight dams on the lower Snake and lower 
Columbia Rivers beginning March 1, 2026. October 22 was the deadline for filing as an amicus party, 
and we learned that the State of Washington did join as an amicus party on the side of the plaintiffs. 
IPNG is strategizing its next steps. 

 

DC Hill Visit 
PNWA Executive Director Neil Maunu and Deputy Director Dena Horton plan to lead a DC Hill Visit 
with several PNWA members from November 4-6. PNWA will be meeting with U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Headquarters staff and is currently trying to confirm a meeting with the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Civil Works or the Principal Deputy Administrator at the Corps' offices at the Pentagon. 

During the Hill visit, PNWA will also meet with several Pacific Northwest Congressional delegation 
offices. Many thanks to Desimone Consulting Group and the Ports of Grays Harbor, Portland, and 
Vancouver USA for signing up to participate in this PNWA advocacy trip. 

 

Neil and Justin LeBlanc of Desimone Consulting Group plan to stay in DC until November 7th to 
participate in Columbia River Treaty and Lower Snake River Dams targeted meetings. They are 
currently seeking meetings with Congressional staff, the U.S. State Department, and other Federal 
agency staff. 

 

If you have any questions, reach out to Dena Horton.  
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