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IPNG Voices Concerns Over  
Preliminary Injunction 

 
Vancouver, WA – The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) opposes emergency 
motions filed by the National Wildlife Federation and the State of Oregon (plaintiffs) that 
seek to require increased spill and significantly alter reservoir operations at eight dams 
on the Columbia and Lower Snake Rivers. 
 
In its response filed with the U.S. District Court of Oregon, IPNG explained that the 
science shows that the plaintiffs’ requested measures will have negligible benefits to fish 
populations while increasing risks to navigation safety and river system reliability. IPNG 
noted that the plaintiffs have not demonstrated that the requested measures are 
supported by sound science or that they are necessary to prevent irreparable harm to 
salmon or steelhead populations. The filing further outlines that the 2020 Columbia River 
System Operations Biological Opinion measures are already avoiding irreparable harm 
to listed salmon and steelhead and are consistent with the Endangered Species Act. 
The plaintiffs ignore the increasing abundance trends of listed salmon and steelhead 
over recent decades and have not met the high legal threshold required for preliminary 
injunctive relief. 
 
IPNG also emphasized that current federal operations already include substantial spill, 
adaptive management tools, and navigation-safety measures developed through 
years of collaboration. The plaintiffs’ proposal would replace this flexible framework with 
rigid operational mandates that increase risk without meaningfully improving conditions 
for fish. 
 
IPNG will continue to participate as a defendant-intervenor in support of the 2020 
Biological Opinion and will continue advocating for balanced, science-based solutions 
that protect salmon and steelhead while ensuring safe navigation and sustaining the 
economic vitality of the Columbia–Snake River System. 
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The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) is comprised of ports, farmers, pilots, transportation 
companies, terminals and water resources stakeholders who work to balance economic 
prosperity with environmental stewardship. They strive to protect inland navigation, hydropower, 
irrigation on the Columbia Snake River System, while supporting a healthy environment and 
robust fish runs in the Northwest.  
 
IPNG is a subset of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), a broad regional trade 
group representing over 150 members from Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Columbia 
Snake River system is a vital transportation link for the states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon and 
Washington. The economies of these four states rely on the trade and commerce that flows up 
and down this critical commercial gateway.  
 
The inland portion of the system is a 360-mile long “water highway” from the 
Portland/Vancouver area to Lewiston, Idaho. It moves approximately 4.7 million tons of 
commercial cargo each year. The eight navigation locks and associated 14-foot inland channel 
are vital components to this river system, and significant assets to the nation’s navigation 
infrastructure.  
 
Learn more at www.pnwa.net. 
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