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On December 7, U.S. House of Representatives Speaker Mike Johnson
announced the release of the House National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) bill text. The bill authorizes appropriations for various defense and
national security programs including the Maritime Administration (MARAD)
and the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG).

MARAD Programs
The proposed MARAD program authorization includes the following
amounts of funding:

e $390,000,000 - To maintain and preserve a United States flag
merchant marine to serve U.S. national security needs and
$122,400,000 to maintain and preserve a United States flag
merchant marine to serve U.S. tanker national security needs.

e $550,000,000 — Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP)
but no grant funds may be spent on fully automated cargo
handling equipment or remotely operated or monitored without
human intervention or control if the Secretary believes it will
result in a net loss of jobs at a port or port terminal.

e $15,000,000 - U.S. Marine Highway program.

e $105,000,000 — Small shipyards and maritime training programs.

e $75,000,000 — National Security Multi-Mission Vessel Program
which includes vessel construction and expenses for
construction of shoreside infrastructure to support those vessels.

e $15,000,000 shall be for the maritime environmental and
technical assistance program which includes reducing air
emissions, water emissions, or other ship discharges; increasing
fuel economy or use of alternative fuels or energy (shore
power); controlling aquatic invasive species; reducing
incidental vessel generation of underwater noise; efficiency
and safety of domestic maritime industries.

e $2,000,000 — Office of Environment and Compliance to assist
with environmental review of grant and permit programs
administered by MARAD.

USCG Programs
The NDAA outlines a myriad of authorizations and appropriations for
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the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, personnel,
acquisitions, safety, reports, etc. If the Act passes, the Coast Guard
will have 270 days from enactment to produce a report on the
condition of Aids to Navigation (ATON) and one year to produce a
location specific tsunami preparedness plan for each property
concerned. In addition, PNWA staff confirmed proposed language
related to Coast Guard Anchorages would not apply to any Pacific
Northwest waterways.

Next Steps:

The House and Senate proposed different top line authorization
numbers for the NDAA. If both the House and Senate vote to
approve this version of the NDAA, then it will head to the President's
desk for signature into law. Lawmakers are anticipated to have
concerns regarding their priority provisions that were not included.

To read the NDAA bill, click here.

If you have any questions, reach out to Dena Horfon.

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

PNWA has over 150 members, including ports, barge companies, steamship operators,
grain elevator operators, agricultural producers, electric utilities, irrigation districts, cruise
lines, and union labor throughout Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Pacific
Northwest Waterways Association is a non-profit, non-partisan tfrade association of ports,
businesses, public agencies and individuals who support navigation, energy, frade and
economic development throughout the region. Learn more at www.pnwa.net.
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