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FY2026 Energy & Water Appropriations
﻿and I-5 Bridge News

January 5, 2026 the Senate Appropriations Committee released a conferenced
package of three appropriations bills including the Energy & Water
Development appropriations, (which funds the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers),
the Commerce, Justice, & Science bill and the Interior & Environment bill. On
January 9, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the three appropriations
bill package ("minibus") by a vote of 397-28. On January 15, the Senate passed
the minibus package by a vote of 82-15. It now heads to the President's desk
to be signed into law.

FY2026 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps)
The U.S. Senate Appropriations Committee includes $10.4 billion for the
Corps. The following accounts are allocated the following amounts of
funding:

$3,169,966,000 – Construction
$150,384,000 – Investigations
$6,013,217,000 – Operations & Maintenance (O & M)
$221,000,000 – Regulatory
$3,473,000,000 – HMTF
$62,000,000 – Section 2106(c) Donor Port Funding

PNWA would like to thank Senators Patty Murray (D-WA), Maria Cantwell (D-
WA), Jeff Merkley (D-OR), and Ron Wyden (D-OR) as several of the projects
that received funding in the bill were the result of the Congressionally Directed
Spending (CDS) requests submitted by the Senators. We greatly appreciate
their support!

Construction:
$56,780,000 – Columbia River Fish Mitigation (CRFM)
$190,000,000 – Howard Hanson Dam

Investigations:
$500,000 – Hood River Confluence Ecosystem Restoration
$1,560,000 – Columbia River Turning Basin Navigation Improvements
$2,330,000 – Seattle Harbor

O & M:
Locks and Dams
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$8,513,000 – Bonneville Lock & Dam
$4,472,000 – The Dalles Lock & Dam
$7,078,000 – John Day Lock & Dam
$8,185,000 – McNary Lock & Dam
$5,635,000 – Ice Harbor Lock & Dam
$3,347,000 – Lower Monumental Lock & Dam
$3,426,000 – Little Goose Lock & Dam
$3,964,000 – Lower Granite Lock & Dam
$4,961,000 – Howard Hanson Dam
$7,192,000 – Mud Mountain Dam
$1,001,000 – Mount St. Helens Sediment Control
$5,665,000 – Surveillance of the Northern Boundary Waters OR & WA
$40,400,000 – Surveilance of the Northern Boundary Waters (Columbia
River Treaty payment to Canada)

Oregon
$0 – Skipanon Channel
$0 – Tillamook Bay & Bar (Port of Garibaldi)
$5,531,000 – Yaquina Bay & Harbor (Port of Newport)
$0 – Yaquina River (Port of Toledo)
$0 – Siuslaw River (Port of Siuslaw)
$0 – Umpqua River (Port of Umpqua)
$667,000 – Coquille River (Port of Bandon)
$0 – Rogue River at Gold Beach (Port of Gold Beach)
$72,000 – Willamette River at Willamette Falls (Willamette Falls Locks)
$25,159,000 – Columbia River at the Mouth (MCR)
$72,017,000 – Columbia & Lower Willamette River Below Vancouver,
WA/Portland, OR
$1,128,000 – Columbia River between Vancouver, WA and The Dalles, OR

Washington
$3,739,000 – Everett Harbor & Snohomish River (Port of Everett)
$11,364,000 – Lake Washington Ship Canal
$3,679,000 – Seattle Harbor (Port of Seattle) *includes Section 2106(c)
donor port funds
$3,936,000 – Tacoma Harbor (Port of Tacoma) *includes Section 2106(c)
donor port funds
$20,866,000 – Grays Harbor (Port of Grays Harbor)
$0 – Bellingham Bay, Squalicum Harbor (Port of Bellingham)
$0 – Swinomish Channel (Port of Skagit)
$0 – Port Townsend (Port of Port Townsend)
$0 – Columbia River at Baker Bay (Port of Ilwaco)
$0 – Columbia River Between Chinook, WA & Sand Island (Port of
Chinook)
$330,000 – Willapa River & Harbor (Port of Willapa)

Discretionary Spending Pots:
PNWA is pleased to see the Committee included discretionary funds for the
Corps to utilize to meet regional needs, including:



$509,482,000 – Navigation Maintenance
$660,086,000 – Deep Draft Navigation
$47,243,000 – Inland Waterways
$300,000,000 – Small, Remote, or Subsistence Navigation
$9,000,000 – Other Authorized Project Purposes

Bill Report Language Provisions Important to PNWA
The Dredge Capacity Study language from the Committee version was
removed in the final version.

Columbia River Treaty "Regional Public Engagement.—The agreement
notes increased need for transparent communication with water and power
users in the Pacific Northwest due to the Columbia River Treaty operations.
The Corps is encouraged to coordinate with public utility districts managing
hydroelectric projects on the Columbia River regarding real-time flood risk
management and coordination of domestic river operations to ensure safe,
reliable operations. The Corps is directed to brief the Committees within 30
days of enactment of this Act to provide information on how operational
information is being shared.”

Columbia River Sediment Retention Structures "WRDA 2024 requires the
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works to undergo a determination
of the ability to pay related to the dredge material stabilization and retaining
structures for the lower Willamette and Columbia Rivers. The agreement
notes that these structures are necessary for dredging operations to
maintain the Columbia River waterway and are thus in the National
interest. The Corps is directed to brief the Committees within 30 days of
the date of enactment of this Act on the progress of the determination of
ability to pay required by WRDA 2024 and at least 60 days prior to a final
determination." 

Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund Targets "Donor and energy ports are
critical to the National supply chain and stable HMTF funding for expanded
uses is fundamental to maintaining international competitiveness. Full
HMTF funding can assist with capital improvements at these critical ports
which already pay a significant share of the collected tax. Each fiscal year
in conjunction with the budget request, the Corps shall provide a list of
donor and energy ports and associated amounts for each port using the
section 2106 of WRRDA 2014 (33 U.S.C. 2238c) formula as applied to
meet the section 102 of WRDA 2020 target of 12 percent using the HMTF
target in section 101 of WRDA 2020 for the given fiscal year."

Mitigation Banking - "The agreement notes concerns about delays across
the Corps in permitting of mitigation banks and approving mitigation bank
credit releases. The agreement also notes that unnecessary impediments
in the mitigation bank approval process can lead to significant delays and
increased costs for permittees due to the lack of available mitigation
credits. The Corps is urged to meet its own regulatory review guidelines by
expeditiously reviewing and approving new mitigation bank projects in



accordance with 33 CFR 332 and utilizing Corps Regulatory Guidance
Letter No. 19–01 to expedite credit releases when applicable."

Regulatory Permit Backlog and Personnel Report The provision notes
concerns regarding regulatory permit backlogs and staffing capacity within
the Corps and directs the Corps to provide a briefing within 90 days of
passage on the status of permit backlog report by District and the
workforce needed to address it.

Next Steps:
The three appropriations bill package heads to the President's desk for
signature into law. The Corps will then have 60 days to develop a work
plan for how they will allocate the discretionary funding. Congress has now
passed six of twelve appropriations bills for FY26. There is optimisim that
all appropriations bills will pass by the January 30th expiration of the
current Continuing Resolution.

PNWA will continue to advocate to our Congressional delegation for
projects that were not included in the President's budget and
Congressional appropriations to be included in the Corps' FY26 work plan.

The PNWA Supported Corps Project List (aka "the matrix") has been
updated to reflect current information available.

To read the explanatory materials, Community Project Funding/
Congressionally Directed Spending (CPF/CDS) tables, and bill funding
tables, click here. 

If you have any questions, reach out to Dena Horton. 

Coast Guard Approves Clearance for I-5 Bridge Replacement
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On Thursday, January 15, 2026, Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (D, WA-3) sent a
letter to the Commander of the Northwest District of the U.S. Coast Guard urging
the approval of a fixed span replacement of the I-5 Bridge. To read the press
statement, click here.

Then on Friday, January 16, Ranking Member of the Senate Commerce, Science,
and Transportation Committee, Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) announced the
decision by the U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Admiral Kevin Lunday to approve
the revised preliminary navigation clearance determination (PNCD) for the I-5 Bridge
Replacement project from 178 feet to 116 feet of navigation clearance. The PNCD
will allow the bridge to be a fixed span design rather than a movable span saving
millions of dollars, preventing congestion from bridge lifts, and will meet the majority
of navigation needs.

Since 2021, PNWA Deputy Director Dena Horton has participated in the I-5 Bridge
Replacement Program Citizen Advisory Group (CAG) on behalf of river
users/multimodal freight users. In December 2025, PNWA submitted a letter to the
Coast Guard during the public comment period on the Navigation Impact Report
supporting the 116 feet of navigation clearance as long as navigation impacts are
mitigated. Several other PNWA members submitted letters too.

The PNCD is not a permit. The IBR Program will now complete the final bridge
design, environmental documentation, and update the cost estimate for the project.
Once the final bridge permit application is submitted, the Coast Guard bridge permit
decision will be made. It is hoped the initial construction phase of the new I-5 Bridge
can begin later this year.

More information can be found on the IBR website.
To read the Coast Guard PNCD, click here.

If you have any questions, please contact Dena Horton.

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

PNWA has over 150 members, including ports, barge companies, steamship operators, grain
elevator operators, agricultural producers, electric utilities, irrigation districts, cruise lines, and
union labor throughout Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Pacific Northwest Waterways
Association is a non-profit, non-partisan trade association of ports, businesses, public agencies
and individuals who support navigation, energy, trade and economic development throughout the
region. Learn more at www.pnwa.net.
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