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IPNG Urges Science-Based Approach, Voices
Concerns for Navigation Safety Following
Preliminary Injunction

Vancouver, WA - Regional navigation and agricultural stakeholders today expressed
deep concern regarding the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon’s decision to
grant a preliminary injunction in litigation involving the four Lower Snake River dams. The
Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG), an intervenor-defendant in the case, stated
that the ruling introduces significant safety and grid reliability concerns into the
operation of the eight critical Lower Snake River and Lower Columbia River Dams that
support navigation, hydropower generation, irrigation, and regional economic stability
across the Pacific Northwest. The order increases the risk of harm to infrastructure, listed
species, and public safety while failing to demonstrate that there will be benefits to
listed salmon and steelhead.

The four Lower Snake River projects—Ice Harbor Dam, Lower Monumental Dam, Little
Goose Dam, and Lower Granite Dam—are key components of the federally authorized
Columbia-Snake River System operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps).
The court-ordered changes to increase spill and lower reservoir elevations will have
system-wide implications across the 465-mile navigation channel, affecting navigation
safety, commerce, energy reliability, and irrigation throughout the basin.

The eight lock and dam projects provide essential navigation access for inland ports in
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, enabling the efficient movement of grain and other
commodities to global markets via the Columbia-Snake River system. Barging is the
most efficient and lowest-emission transportation option for Northwest agriculture and
commerce because it reduces truck and rail congestion, enhances transportation
safety, and is most protective of the environment.

The Columbia-Snake River System is congressionally authorized to serve multiple
purposes, including maintaining a safe and reliable navigation channel and delivering
affordable, carbon-free hydropower. IPNG will continue to advocate that any
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operational changes ordered by the courts must be physically modeled at the Corps
Research facility prior to implementation to ensure changes will be safe for navigation
and actually benefit fish species. IPNG Co-Chair Leslie Druffel states, “Adjustments to
spill levels, flow regimes, or reservoir elevations can have significant safety implications
for barge and passenger vessels transiting locks and dams. Real-time operational
flexibility is essential to protecting river users and the communities that depend on this
critical infrastructure.”

IPNG and regional stakeholders emphasized that salmon and steelhead recovery
efforts must remain grounded in peer-reviewed science and adaptive management.
River operations require flexibility to respond to changing biological and hydrologic
conditions, and system-wide impacts must be fully evaluated before major operational
changes are made.

Significant investments in fish passage and habitat restoration over the past two
decades have produced measurable progress. IPNG supports continuing these
science-based efforts through a collaborative regional process that advances fish
recovery while maintaining the river system'’s authorized purposes, including navigation,
irigation, hydropower, and economic stability.

IPNG and its river-user members strongly contest the basis of this order, particularly that
the science simply does not demonstrate that the operational changes are necessary
to improve fish survival. Implementing increased spill volumes and reduced pool
elevations without scientific support for their efficacy—particularly when such measures
elevate risks to human safety—constitutes an unsound and imprudent management
approach.

### End ###

The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) is comprised of ports, farmers, pilots, fransportation
companies, terminals and water resources stakeholders who work to balance economic
prosperity with environmental stewardship. They strive to protect inland navigation, hydropower,
irrigation on the Columbia Snake River System, while supporting a healthy environment and
robust fish runs in the Northwest.

IPNG is a subset of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), a broad regional trade
group representing over 150 members from Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Columbia
Snake River system is a vital tfransportation link for the states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon and
Washington. The economies of these four states rely on the trade and commerce that flows up
and down this critical commercial gateway.

The inland portion of the system is a 360-mile long “water highway” from the
Portland/Vancouver area to Lewiston, Idaho. It moves approximately 4.7 million tons of
commercial cargo each year. The eight navigation locks and associated 14-foot inland channel
are vital components to this river system, and significant assets to the nation’s navigation
infrastructure.

Learn more at www.pnwa.net.
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