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IPNG Files Appeal of Preliminary Injunction,  

Supports Stay Pending Review 
 
Vancouver, WA - The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) has filed an appeal of the 
preliminary injunction issued by Judge Michael H. Simon to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit, aligning with the U.S. Department of Justice’s formal notice of appeal on behalf of federal 
agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of Reclamation. 
 
IPNG supports the federal government’s April 7 request for a stay pending appeal and will be filing its 
own motion for stay in the coming days. Given these actions, IPNG expects the Court of Appeals to 
take up the matter on an accelerated timeline in the coming weeks. 
 
IPNG is deeply concerned that the district court’s ruling imposes untested and unmodeled 
operational requirements that depart from established, expert-driven river management and 
introduce uncertainty that could compromise navigation safety. IPNG believes there is a strong legal 
basis for the Ninth Circuit to grant relief, stay the injunction, and ultimately overturn the ruling to 
restore balanced, science-based management of the Columbia–Snake River System. 
 

###  End ### 
 
 
 
The Inland Ports and Navigation Group (IPNG) is comprised of ports, farmers, pilots, transportation companies, terminals and 
water resources stakeholders who work to balance economic prosperity with environmental stewardship. They strive to 
protect inland navigation, hydropower, irrigation on the Columbia Snake River System, while supporting a healthy 
environment and robust fish runs in the Northwest.  
 
IPNG is a subset of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), a broad regional trade group representing over 
150 members from Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Columbia Snake River system is a vital transportation link for the 
states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington. The economies of these four states rely on the trade and commerce 
that flows up and down this critical commercial gateway.  
 
The inland portion of the system is a 360-mile long “water highway” from the Portland/Vancouver area to Lewiston, Idaho. It 
moves approximately 4.7 million tons of commercial cargo each year. The eight navigation locks and associated 14-foot 
inland channel are vital components to this river system, and significant assets to the nation’s navigation infrastructure.  
 
Learn more at www.pnwa.net. 
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