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House T & I Committee
﻿Releases WRDA 2026 Bill Text

On June 26, the House Transportation & Infrastructure (T &I) Committee
released the bill text of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2026.
This is the primary legislative vehicle for making changes to U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers policies and authorizing Corps projects. PNWA is grateful for the
bipartisan leadership of Ranking Member Rick Larsen (D, WA-2) and Chairman
Sam Graves (R, MO-6).

House T & I Committee WRDA 2026
PNWA is very pleased to report the concerted advocacy effort has resulted in all
three provisions requested by PNWA for inclusion in WRDA 2026 being
incorporated into the base text of the House T & I Committee bill:

Extension of appropriations for Flood Risk Management (FRM) payments to
Canada while we await finalization of the Columbia River Treaty. (Section 302
General Reauthorizations under Columbia River Basin)
Authorization of the Lower Columbia River Turning Basins in Longview and
Kalama to move from study phase to construction. (Section 401 Project
Authorizations)
Waiving the construction cost share of dredge material confined aquatic
structures on the Lower Columbia River and designating them as Operations
and Maintenance (O&M) costs instead. (Section 339 Lower Columbia River)

Additional Provisions of Interest:
Section 340 Lower Columbia River Basin Ecosystem Restoration Assessment
authorizes the Corps to pursue cost-effective projects to support salmon and
steelhead restoration by improving habitat and providing cold water refugia.
Section 338 Puget Sound and Adjacent Waters Restoration funding limit was
increased to $20M.
Section 341 Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration authorizes
several projects to cost share construction.
Section 103 Removal or Remediation of Contaminated Sediment allows the
Corps to develop a joint plan with the EPA and non-Federal entity to dredge
contaminated sediment and removes CERCLA liability to the Corps.
Section 114 Allocations from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund clarifies
Congressional intent on the spending formulas from WRDA 2020 and requires
the Secretary to allocate HMTF funds as directed. In addition, it requires an
annual report to the House T & I and Senate EPW committees on meeting the
spending formula allocations, explanation of any failure to meet the formula
allocations, and a corrective plan.

To read the press release, click here.

http://www.pnwa.net/
http://www.pnwa.net/
https://www.pnwa.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Water-Resource-Dev-Act-WRDA-260508.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=410104


To read the bill summary, click here.
To read the bill text, click here.

Next Steps:
The House T & I Committee has scheduled a mark up hearing on July 1st at
10:00am Eastern. The bill will need to pass out of committee to the full House of
Representatives. We have not seen the base text of the WRDA 2026 bill from the
Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee. The EPW Committee will
also need to pass its own version of the bill to the full Senate. Once both chambers
have passed their versions of WRDA 2026, a Conference Committee will be
appointed to draft the final bill. Both chambers will need to pass the final WRDA
2026 bill to be sent to the President's desk for signature into law.

To watch the hearing, click here.

It is still very early in the WRDA process but we are very encouraged by the base
text of the House T & I Committee bill.

If you have any questions, reach out to Dena Horton. 

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

PNWA has over 150 members, including ports, barge companies, steamship operators, grain
elevator operators, agricultural producers, electric utilities, irrigation districts, cruise lines, and
union labor throughout Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Pacific Northwest Waterways
Association is a non-profit, non-partisan trade association of ports, businesses, public agencies
and individuals who support navigation, energy, trade and economic development throughout the
region. Learn more at www.pnwa.net.
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