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The Snake River dams are a critical component of the Columbia-Snake River System, a 465-mile federally maintained 
inland waterway that connects Pacific Northwest producers to domestic and international markets. 
 
INLAND NAVIGATION FACTS 

• 360 miles of federally maintained, 14-foot-deep navigation channel from Portland/Vancouver to 
Lewiston, Idaho 

• 141 miles of navigable waterway on 
the lower Snake River 

• Essential transportation corridor for 
U.S. wheat, forest products, 
petroleum products, and other 
commodities 

• Approximately 3.7 million tons of 
commercial cargo moved on the 
Snake River in 2023 

• More than 21,000 cruise passengers 
traveled the Columbia-Snake River 
corridor in 2024, generating over $21 
million in regional economic activity 

 
THE COLUMBIA-SNAKE RIVER SYSTEM DELIVERS EFFICIENCY 
Barge transportation remains one of the safest, most fuel-efficient, and environmentally responsible 
modes of freight movement in the United States. 
Key Benefits of Barging 

• Fuel Efficiency: A single gallon of 
fuel can move one ton of cargo 
approximately 675 miles by barge. 

• Environmental Performance: Barges 
produce the lowest emissions per 
ton-mile among major freight 
transportation modes. 

• Safety: Waterborne transportation 
experiences significantly fewer 
accidents and spills than truck and 
rail transportation. 

• Cost Effectiveness: Barging helps 
reduce transportation costs while 
easing congestion on highways and 
rail networks. 

Potential Impacts of Eliminating Navigation 
on the Lower Snake River 

• Significant new investments would be required in highway, rail, terminal, and local transportation 
infrastructure. 

• Transportation studies estimate more than 200 additional unit trains annually and millions of 
additional truck miles would be needed to replace current barge movements. 

• Increased truck and rail traffic would result in greater roadway wear, congestion, and safety 
concerns. 

• Transportation and logistics costs for regional producers would increase substantially. 
• Fuel consumption and transportation-related emissions would rise significantly. 
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ECONOMIC AND AGRICULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
 
As part of the nation's largest wheat export gateway, the Snake 
River facilitates the movement of millions of tons of agricultural 
products, forest products, petroleum products, and containerized 
cargo to domestic and international markets. 
 
The lower Snake River reservoirs provide irrigation for 
approximately 48,000 acres of highly productive farmland, 
supporting crops such as apples, potatoes, sweet corn, wine 
grapes, and a significant share of the nation's hop production. 
 
The system supports thousands of jobs across agriculture, 
transportation, manufacturing, energy, tourism, and trade. 
 
The Columbia-Snake River cruise industry continues to grow, 
bringing visitors from around the world to communities throughout 
Oregon, Washington, and Idaho while supporting local businesses 
and tourism-related employment. 
 
SALMON AND DAMS CAN COEXIST 
 
PNWA supports science-based, collaborative salmon recovery efforts while maintaining the many 
benefits provided by the Columbia-Snake River System. 

• Supports full funding for fish mitigation, restoration, and recovery programs. 
• Partners with tribal governments, federal agencies, states, and stakeholders on habitat restoration 

and salmon recovery initiatives. 
• Supports continued investments in fish passage improvements and advanced fish protection 

technologies. 
• Promotes habitat restoration, predator management, invasive species control, and water quality 

improvements. 
• Supports beneficial use of dredged material to create and enhance aquatic habitat. 
• Recent monitoring demonstrates continued progress: 
• Juvenile salmon survival through individual Columbia and Snake River dams routinely exceeds 

90%, with many projects achieving survival rates of 95% or higher. 
• Recent years have produced strong returns for several salmon and steelhead populations, 

including Snake River sockeye. 
• Continued investments in habitat, hatchery reforms, fish passage improvements, and science-

based management are contributing to long-term recovery efforts. 
• The Columbia-Snake River System demonstrates that economic prosperity, reliable transportation, 

clean energy production, and salmon recovery can advance together through continued 
collaboration, innovation, and science-based management. 

 
These data reinforce that dams and salmon can—and do—coexist, especially when guided by science, 
modern mitigation technology, and robust collaboration. 
 

The Snake River is vital to the 
economy and agriculture of the 
Pacific Northwest. It supports 
regional growth through farming, 
clean energy generation, and 
efficient, low-emission freight 
transportation. 
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