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Senate EPW Committee
﻿Releases WRDA 2026 Bill Text

On July 10, the Senate Environment & Public Works (EPW) Committee
released the bill text of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2026.
Previously, on June 26, the House Transportation & Infrastructure (T &I)
Committee released their version of the bill.

This is the primary legislative vehicle for making changes to U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers policies and authorizing Corps projects. PNWA is grateful for the
bipartisan leadership of Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR) who serves on the EPW
Committee.

Senate EPW Committee WRDA 2026
Again, PNWA is very pleased to report the concerted advocacy effort has resulted in
all three provisions requested by PNWA for inclusion in WRDA 2026 being
incorporated into the base text of the Senate EPW Committee bill with some
differences from the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee version:

Extension of appropriations for Flood Risk Management (FRM) payments to
Canada to 2029 while we await finalization of the Columbia River Treaty.
(Section 1367 Columbia River Basin) The House T & I version extended it to
2030.
Authorization of the Lower Columbia River Turning Basins in Longview and
Kalama to move from study phase to construction. (Section 1401 Project
Authorizations) These provisions are identical.
The construction cost share of dredge material confined aquatic structures on
the Lower Columbia River would be set at 20%. (Section 1316 Lower
Willamette and Columbia Rivers, Washington and Oregon) The House version
waived the cost share.

For a side by side comparison, click here.

Additional Provisions of Interest:
Section 1104 requires project communications requested by the Members of
committees of jurisdiction by the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil
Works and deems outstanding Reports to Congress from previous WRDA bills,
including the report on national dredging capacity, to be finalized within 15
days of WRDA 2026.
Section 1107 requires the Corps to provide capbilities information on feasibility
studies or water resources projects within 30 days of the request by a Member
of Congress regarding a study or project in their District or State.
Section 1201 Authorizes the following feasibility studies:
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Project for flood risk management and ecosystem restoration, Hood River
County, Oregon.
Project for ecosystem restoration, Ross Island Lagoon, Lower Willamette
River, Oregon.
Project for flood risk management, Skagit River, Washington.
It also authorizes the following project modifications:
To establish and maintain a stepped channel for Tillamook Bay, Oregon.
It also requires, to the maximum extent practicable, for the Corps to expedite
maintenance and operations dredging at Chinook, Washington.
Section 1313 Clarifies authority for Corps dredging of anchorages in WRDA
2020 to mean both established and designated anchorages in or adjacent to
federal navigation channels and clarifies the parameters of the Pilotown
Anchorage.

To read the section by section summary, click here.
To read the bill text, click here.

Next Steps:
The Senate EPW Committee has scheduled a mark up hearing on July 15 at 10:00
am Eastern but have not posted information or the link yet.

The postponed House T & I Committee mark up hearing is now scheduled for
Tuesday, July 14 at 10:00 am Eastern.

Once both chambers have passed their versions of WRDA 2026, a Conference
Committee will be appointed to draft the final bill. Both chambers will need to pass
the final WRDA 2026 bill to be sent to the President's desk for signature into law.

PNWA staff and a small group of PNWA members will be in Washington, DC July 14-
16 to continue advocacy for PNWA's priorities for WRDA 2026.

If you have any questions, reach out to Dena Horton. 

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

PNWA has over 150 members, including ports, barge companies, steamship operators, grain
elevator operators, agricultural producers, electric utilities, irrigation districts, cruise lines, and
union labor throughout Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Pacific Northwest Waterways
Association is a non-profit, non-partisan trade association of ports, businesses, public agencies
and individuals who support navigation, energy, trade and economic development throughout the
region. Learn more at www.pnwa.net.
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