July 27, 2026

Travis Kavulla, Administrator and CEO
Bonneville Power Administration

905 NE 11th Avenue

Portland, OR 97208

Sent via email to TRKavulla@bpa.gov

Re: BPA Termination of Funding for the Select Area Fisheries Enhancement (SAFE)
Program

Dear Administrator Kavulla,

On behalf of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), | write to express concern
regarding the Bonneville Power Administration’s (BPA) decision to terminate funding for the
Select Area Fisheries Enhancement (SAFE) Program, effective September 30, 2026. PNWA
encourages BPA to work with the States of Washington and Oregon to consider transitioning
funding responsibility over time, to protect the investment in the hatchery salmon already in
production, and to find a viable path toward continuity of salmon production and support of
Washington and Oregon fisheries and fishing industry employment going forward.

As we understand it, the reduction of over $2 million in funds will jeopardize over seven million
hatchery salmon currently in production at the Gnat Creek Hatchery. It is estimated Oregon will
lose tens of millions of dollars in economic activity and harvest opportunity for thousands of
commercial and recreational fishermen in future years. Washington legislators have also
expressed concerns regarding economic loss and fishing industry employment impacts. This
funding reduction also impacts many living-wage jobs in rural coastal communities where
commercial and recreational fishing anchor the employment base. Currently, the States of
Washington and Oregon do not have a replacement for this funding shortfall.

For over 30 years, the predictability of the SAFE program enabled fishing families, processors,
and coastal communities to plan and invest. However, sudden elimination of funding with no
transition plan will likely cause significant economic hardship across the seafood supply chain.
The SAFE Program has been a highly successful, collaboratively managed. PNWA encourages
BPA to continue collaboratively working with fisheries management in Oregon, Washington,
and Clatsop County to develop a transition plan for funding the program and to ensure that the
current investment in seven million hatchery salmon is not wasted.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this urgent matter.
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Respectfully submitted,

Wi—

Neil Maunu
Executive Director
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

cc: Suzanne Cooper, Deputy Administrator and COO, BPA
Ben Zelinsky, Acting Executive Vice President: Environment, Fish and Wildlife, BPA
Jason Sweet, Executive Manager, Fish and Wildlife Program, BPA
John North, Deputy Administrator for Marine and Columbia River, ODFW
Kelly Cunningham, Fish Program Director, WDFW
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