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FY27 Continuing Resolution Passed

As a reminder, the end of Fiscal Year 2026 (FY26) is September 30th and Fiscal
Year 2027 (FY27) begins on October 1st. In order to avoid a government
shutdown, Congress would need to pass the FY27 appropriations bills by the
September 30th deadline or pass a continuing resolution (CR).

A CR continues funding the government at the previous Fiscal Year's level.
Under a CR, project new starts, increasing spending levels, and proceeding
with new contracts, new product procurement, or new grant programs is
generally not permitted for the duration of the CR.

FY2027 Continuing Resolution Passed
On September 1st, the House of Representatives passed a Fiscal Year 2027
continuing resolution (CR) by a vote of 370 to 48. The CR funds the government
through December 11th. On August 8th, the Senate voted 90 to 6 to pass the CR to
December 11th already. Some additionl legislative caveats also passed as part of
the CR too, including:

Temporarily prohibits the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) from
implementing a controversial proposed rule updating grant guidance that would
give political appointees more discretion over federal grant awards.
Freezes congressional salaries for the duration of the CR.
Holds defense funding at 2026 levels and prevents any new starts of military
projects, production lines, or rate increases.
Extends the Surface Transportation Authorization to December 11th too.
It had some other provisions related to housing, social services, emergency
management too.

The bottom line is, there will not be a government shutdown looming just
before the mid-term elections. This leaves Congress with an opportunity to try to
address a myriad of other legislative priorities prior to the break for mid-term
elections including the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA), the National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), the Farm Bill, reauthorizing the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP), processing nominations, etc.

Status of FY27 Appropriations:
The House Appropriations Committee has passed all 12 FY27 appropriations bills
and the full House has passed 3 FY27 bills including Military Construction,
Agriculture, and State Dept/National Security.

The Senate Appropriations Committee has been wrestling with top line numbers and
priorities and has not passed any FY27 appropriations bills out of committee to be
voted on by the full Senate yet.
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Next Steps:
Following the upcoming mid-term elections, the results will determine the tenor of
Congress and the likelihood of completing the FY27 appropriations process during
the remainder of the 119th Congress or punting it to early into the 120th Congress
when the new Members are seated and political majorities may have changed.

PNWA staff and a small group of PNWA members will be in Washington, DC
September 21-23 to continue advocacy for PNWA's priorities.

If you have any questions, reach out to Dena Horton. 

Pacific Northwest Waterways Association

PNWA has over 150 members, including ports, barge companies, steamship operators, grain
elevator operators, agricultural producers, electric utilities, irrigation districts, cruise lines, and
union labor throughout Oregon, Washington, and Idaho. The Pacific Northwest Waterways
Association is a non-profit, non-partisan trade association of ports, businesses, public agencies
and individuals who support navigation, energy, trade and economic development throughout the
region. Learn more at www.pnwa.net.
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